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^^jftddmeets 

VjAMK^tra) — Prime 
^S-r ShmfZeid Ben Shaker 


his office Monday 
'^SSiiLAbba* (Abu Mazen), 
the Executive Com- 
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minister due today 

: : "*5’? AMMAH <P«ra) — Tunisian 
■ •- ■^Fb pHgn Iffinister A1 Habib Ben 

- . j* Yahya wilt' arrive in Amman 
\ r^^Tnesday'oQ- a three-day visit to 

- Jordan dannfe which he will hold 

• 7/ ' tafts with senior Jordanian offi- 

- - 2 : dab «*e latest developments 
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' dSiab^ i*tetions in view of the 
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Joumallst murdered 
. in southeast Turkey 

. ANKARA XAP) — A gunman 
^ shot and kffled a reporter for a 
7: : pro-KurifiA newspaper in south- 
eastern Tbrisey on Monday, Ana- 
7 ' tofia new agency said. Cengiz 
. ■- Ahin was the second journalist 
f^a jso-Knf^ publication to 
? be Tdfea-Uitjiea in a week. 
, Mr. A&p. &Jocal, correspondent 
' for tite Istanbul-based weekly 

• Xl aewspi^rftfyeni Ulke” (New 
" ‘-'i. C^mti^ -Eifihot six times from 

- behind ra bebad daylight in the 

- -• provrinuafccentre of Batman, 
- • - Anatofia said. Mr. Altin re- 

partedly.iefied on the spot, and the 
attacker escaped on foot. 

• Klerk sets 
referendum date 


CAPETOWN (R) — South Api- 
a’s President F.W. dc Klerk 
bmshed'aside right-wing objec- 
tions on Monday and announced 
be would bold a referendum on 
democratic reform on March 17. 
He said in a statement that three 
naffion white voters would be 
asked to say “Yes” or “No” to 
the question: “Do you support 
condonation of the reform pro- 
cess which the state president 
began on 2 Febraury , 1990, and 
which is aimed at a new constitu- 
tion through negotiations?” 


Sheikh Zayed meets 
i Sudan’s Mlrghani 

DUBAI (R) — President Sheikh 
. Zayed Ben Sultan A1 Nahayan of 
. 4e United Arab Emirates 
' (UAE) met the leader of Sudan’s 
jpp orison Democratic Unionist 
.. Warty, Mohammad Osman A! 
■i Mh^uui on Monday, the Emi- 
; - rates news agency (WAM) said. 
7 WAM said Sheikh Zayed and 
: Mr. Mirghani, whose party was 
7 *. burned with all other political 
. Jttgamswions after the military 

; fonpof 1989, discussed Arab and 


\ Borne .to extradite 
’ Iranian to France 

BERNE (R) — Switzerland said 
: Monday it had agreed to extra- 
■ ffite to France an Iranian sus- 
pected of helping the killers of 
former Iranian Prime Minister 
Shapoor Bakhtiar in Paris last 
August, The federal justice and 
police d e partment said in a state- 
ment that Zia Sarhadi, 25, would 
vfcavc 30 days to appeal against the 
WQsion to the Swiss supreme 
coart Mr. Sarhadi was arrested 
oqtside the Iranian embassy in 
Seine on Dec. 23, on an Interpol 
Way rant issued in Paris. 

iraq dismisses 
human rights report 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said 
Monday a U.N. report accusing 
iraq of the worst human rights 
Violations in 45 years was full of 
ties. “The report is part of a 
political propaganda campaign 
against . Iraq with the aim of 
achieving what military aggres- 
sion failed to do,” said a Foreign 
Ministry statement carried by the 
jaffiaal Iraqi News Agency. 
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Investment law ret u rned to House 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Upper House of Parliament (Senate) Monday 
disc 11 ””! a draft law on investments in Jordan and decided to return it to 
the Lower House in view of differences in opinion over a number of 
articles- House member Hosni Ayesh told the Jordan Tunes that the 
differences were not substantial and that with certain amendments the 
draft law could pass provided the two Senate and House agreed. He said a 
non- Jordanian investor, whether he be an Arab or non-Arab, was 
considered by the Senate as a foreign investor whereas the Lower House 
considered the term foreigner as applying, to non-Arabs only. Mr. Ayesh 
also said that the Senate wants an amendment to an article about the share 
of the investor. The Lower House demanded that a foreign investor 
should not have more than 49 per cent equity in certain projects whereas 
the Senate wants the ceiling to be raised with approval from the prime 
minister in all fields of business. The Senate referred a draft law on the 
protection of the rights of the authors to its legal committee. It also 
endorsed an agreement with the French government on a £23 million loan 
to Jordan 


Price: Jordan 100 His; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


Fourth round of bilateral talks begins, 
rotating around settlements, loan guarantees 


From Ijunis K. Andoni 


AS THE fourth round of Arab- 
Israeli bilateral talks started on 
Monday, congressional debate in- 
tensified over linking a $10 billion 
loan guarantee for Israel with a 
halt of Israeli settlements in the 
occupied Arab territories. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker, who started a testimony 
on the issue before a congression- 
al hearing on Monday, has 
already asked the Palestinians not 
to take any step that could 
jeopardise American efforts to 
attach conditions to the guaran- 
tee Israel has requested to absorb 
Soviet Jewish immi grant 

Palestinian delegation mem- 
bers have stated publicly and 
privately that the continuity of 
their engagement in the process 
will depend on a cessation of 
settlement activities. 

But, according to the Palesti- 


nian sources, Mr. Baker has 
already warned the Palestinians 
against pulling out from the talks 
or stipulating that the settlement 
issue should be resolved before 
moving on to other items on the 
agenda. 

Mr. Baker conveyed his view 
during a meeting last Thursday 
with the head of the steering 
committee of the Palestinian de- 
legation, Faisal Husseinj. 

“Mr. Baker said that the 
Palestinian insistence on discus- 
sing the settlements will not lead 
to an immediate freeze on settle- 
ments,” one source said. “In- 
stead, he suggested that Palesti- 
nians should come up with ‘real 
and substantial proposals' to 
promote the process.” 

The sources said that Mr. Bak- 
er tokl Mr. Httsseini that the final 
deal with Israel on the loan 
guarantees will not be dear until 
mid-April, consequently advising 
the Palestinians meanwhile to re- 


Sharif Zeid calls on 
officials to help citizens 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Monday voiced the government's 
keen interest in solving problems 
facing the citizens and urged 
ministries and government de- 
partments to facilitate bureaucra- 
tic procedures for the citizens in 
various fields. 

Sharif Zeid, who was visiting 
the ministries of health and agri- 
culture, called on government de- 
partments to folly cooperate with 
the citizens. 

Jordan has excellent legisla- 
tion, providing assistance and ser- 
vices to the dozens without any 
complications in procedures, be 
said. 

Sharif Zeid stressed the need 
for the Ministry of Health to 
extend health services to people 
with limited and low incomes in 
the various parts of the Kingdom. 

The prime minister was reas- 
sured on measures taken by the 
Ministry of Health to counter the 
spread of polio in Jordan. Sharif 
Zeid visited the operations room 
supervising the vaccination cam- 
paign which the ministry started 
Monday. 

At the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Sharif Zeid called for adopting a 
constant agricultural policy that 
would not be affected by govern- 
ment changes or officials in the 
agricultural sector. 

He said more attention should 
be paid to the agricultural sector 
because Jordan is an agricultural 
country. 


Sharif Zeid urged officials at 
the ministry to respond to the 
needs of farmers according to the 
available capabilities in order to 
increase the national agricultural 
output. 

He pointed out to the import- 
ance of the contributions of far- 
mers as well as the citizens m 
cultivating land and in minimisin g 
their dependence on the govern- 
ment. 

He also urged officials to be in 
contact with farmers to be fami- 
liarised with their needs and 
problems facing them so as to 
assist them within the available 
resources, particularly those 
whose agricultural produce, 
animal wealth and agricultural 
equipment were affected by the 
adverse weather conditions dur- 
ing the past weeks. 

The prime minister stressed the 
importance of providing training 
for those working in the agri- 
cultural sector, especially agri- 
cultural consultants and guides 
who have direct contact with far- 
mers. 

Sharif Zeid was briefed by 
Agriculture Minister Fayez Kha- 
sawneh on the ministry's activi- 
ties, programmes and plans. 

Dr. Khasawneh briefed the 
premier on measures taken by his 
ministry to help farmers affected 
by the recent frost wave. 

Sharif Zeid was also briefed by 
Health Minister Aref Bataineh 
on the ministry's role in providing 
health services to citizens 


Lebanon wants to send 
more troops to U.N. zone 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Lebanon 
pressed the United Nations on 
Monday to let more Lebanese 
army troops deploy in the U.N. 
zone violated by Israeli forces last 
week, offidals said. 

U.N. Undersecretary-General 
Marrack Goulding, visiting Leba- 
non because of the latest fighting, 
told reporters he always favoured 
expanding Lebanese army con- 
trol in the south but it had to be 
done “cautiously and progres- 
sively.” 

Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Faris Bouez, one of three 
Lebanese leaders to see the en- 
voy, said he did not think the 
United Nations was opposed in 
principle to expanding Lebanese 
army control in the south. 

But a suitable mechanism had 
to found to meet the interests of 
both sides, he added. 

U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali sent Mr. Goulding to 
Lebanon after Israeli troops 
brushed aside U.N. pea c ekeepers 
in the south on Thursday on a 
search-and-destroy operation to 
stop guerrillas firing rockets at 
Israel. 

The Israeli forces pulled out on 
Friday after pitched battles with 
guerrillas that failed to end the 
rocket attacks. Eight U.N. 
peacekeepers were wounded dur- 
ing the inenmon. 

Pro-Iranian guerrillas pounded 
northern Israel with rockets for 


much of the week to avenge the 
killing by Israel of Hizbollah 
(Party of God) leader Sheikh 
Abbas Musawi. One rocket killed 
an Israeli girl on Friday. 

The rocket attacks have since 
stopped and hundreds of guerril- 
las have withdrawn from the 
frontlines in the sooth. 

Mir. Goulding, in charge of 
U.N. peacekeeping operations, 
discussed the south with Mr. 
Bouez, President Elias Hrawi and 
Prime Minister Omar Karami. 

It related developments, a 
Shiite Muslim leader said Israel's 
killing of Sheikh Musawi 
breathed new life into the anti- 
Israeli struggle; and a radical 
Iranian newspaper warned of a 
renewed round of hostage-taking, 
in Lebanon. 

Shiite leaders have agreed to 
stop rocket assaults on Israel. 
Israeli Defence Minister Mosbe 
Arens warned Sunday that Israel 
would retaliate if rocket attacks 
were renewed. 

In the eastern Bekaa Valley's 
town of Baalbek, Shiite leader 
Hussein Musawi said Israel’s kill- 
ing of Abbas Musawi — a distant 
cousin — “instilled new life into 
the struggle of the Islamic na- 
tion.” 

Mr. Musawi, quoted by Iran’s 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA), called the assassination 

(Contained on page 5) 


main engaged in the process. 

During the meeting, Mr. Baker 
did not make any promises nor 
did he reveal anything about the 
course of the American- Israeli 
negotiations over the issue, the 
sources said. 

The Palestinians remained un- 
decided on how to proceed if the 
current round of die talks did not 
clarify the future of Israeli settle- 
ments. 

“They (the Americans) are 
asking us to be patient but how 
can we explain that to the Palesti- 
nians back home who do not see 
any progress or hope in end to the 
Israeli suppression and occupa- 
tion’?" asked one prominent 
Palestinian delegate summing up 
the Palestinian delegation’s 
dilemma. 

At the first session of Monday 
hearing Mr. Baker was attacked 
by some of Israel’s supporters in 
Congress for attaching the loan 
guarantees to a halt to the settle- 


ments. 

At one point he was challenged 
to impose similar conditions to 
financial grants given to Arab 
countries such as an end of the 
Arab boycott of Israel. An 
apparently irritated Baker replied 
that Israel was the only govern- 
ment asking for $10 billion 
guarantee over and above its 
annual aid. 

The first session of the congres- 
sional hearing indicated concern 
in Congress that the loan guaran- 
tees will not be at the expense of 
American taxpayers and will not 
contribute to the expansion of 
Israel's settlement activities. 

The concerns, mostly express- 
ed by the head of the appropria- 
tion committee, David Obey (D- 
Wisconsin), clashed with pro- 
Israeli congressmen’s arguments 
that a cessation of the settlements 
was a prelude to force Israel to 
withdraw to its pre-1967 borders. 

Mr. Obey countered that a halt 


on the settlements was a separate 
issue from a final agreement on 
the future of the occupied terri- 
tories. 

At the beginning of the bearing 
Mr. Obey said that he was ready 
to cooperate in providing the loan 
guarantee if there were assur- 
ances that the American budget 
wilt not be affected and if the 
guarantees do not undermine 
American policies. 

“Any upfront costs are going to 
have to be borne by the recipient 
in order to assure that there is no 
budgetary impact here,” said Mr. 
Obey. “Secondly I think that it is 
going to reflect agreement be- 
tween the administration and 
Israel on the issue of settlement 
activity for as is said (on Friday) it 
will not do that in anyway which 
will undermine U.S. policy or 
contributes in any way to the 
expansion of settlements in the 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.S. position drops a 
bombshell into talks 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker threw a bombshell into 
Middle East peace talks as they 
resumed on Monday, demanding 
a total Israeli settlement freeze in 
exchange of S10 billion in loan 
guarantees. 

Minutes after delegates from 
Israel. Syria. Lebanon. Jordan 
and Palestinians arrived at the 
State Department to resume 
negotiations. Mr. Baker finally 
revealed his position on Israel’s 
request for loan guarantees to 
finance the mass immigration of 
Jews from the former Soviet Un- 
ion. 

It was certain to please Arabs 
but provoked an open crisis with 
Israel, possibly marking a break 


after decades when Washington 
had acted as unquestioning ally 
and banker for the Jewish state. 

Testifying to House of Repre- 
sentatives "appropriations sub- 
committee. Mr. Baker said he 
had laid out two alternatives for 
Israel: 

— Either it could halt settle- 
ment activity totally, including 
building infrastructure, in ex- 
change for $10 billion in loan 
guarantees over five years. 

— Or Israel could complete the 
houses it already has under con- 
struction as of Jan. 1. 1992 but 
accept a lesser amount of money 
on a single year basis with a dollar 
deducted for every dollar it spent 

(Continued on page 5) 



Israeli security guard 
shot dead in Jenin 


MORE TO COME: More snow is expected 

Tuesday mainly on the hffly regions of Jordan due 
to the effect of a cold depression, which was 
Monday centered over Cyprus, accord i ng to the 
Department of Meteorology. The department said 
that rain and snow with high winds would 


continue, extending from the northern regions 
gradnaHy to the central and the southern regions 
of the Kingdom. Temperatures will remain 
around zero degrees Celsius. Photo above shows 
cars trying to manoeuvre through slippery roads. 

PMo t/f Youael Al Aten 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A masked assailant 
shot and killed a private Israeli 
security guard Monday in the 
occupied West Bank and made 
off with the guard's Uzi sub- 
machine gun, army offidals said. 

The attack came hours before 
Israel and Palestinians were to 
renew peace negotiations in 
Washington. 

At about 9:30 a.m. (0730 
GMT), a masked man walked 
towards the Israeli guard at a gas 
station in the town of Jenin and 
fired several shots, the army and 
Israel radio said. 

The Israeli was struck in the 
chest, the army said. The attack 
came just after the guard had 
dimbed down from a fuel truck 
be was accompanying. 

Troops imposed a curfew on 
Jenin and launched a wide search 


in the city, which was frequently 
been the scene of shooting 
attacks 3gainst Israelis and sus- 
pected Palestinian informers. 

Bob Lang, spokesman for Jew- 
ish settlers in the occupied terri- 
tories. demanded a new settle- 
ment be created to protest the 
slaying. Israel Radio said the 
far-right Tzomet party proposed 
cutting off fuel supplies to Jenin 
in retaliation. 

Settlers demanded Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir order 
the conversion of the Giant army 
outpost two kilometres west of 
Jenin into a settlement housing 
an initial 250 families. 

“This is the only Zionist 
answer to the murder this morn- 
ing in Jenin.” the Coundl for 
Jewish Settlements said in a tele- 
gram to Mr. Shamir. 


Israel has ‘special squad’ for torture 


Algerian opposition 
assails cabinet changes 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — An Israeli police squad is 
using electro shock and severe 
beatings to force confessions 
from Palestinians suspected of 
throwing stones in the occupied 
West Bank, a newspaper said 
Monday. 

The report in the Hadashot 
daily was the first time such 
accusations have been made 
against police in the occupied 
territories and involving such 
common actions as stone throw- 
ing, which is nsnally carried out 
by teenagers or young men. 

Hadashot, quoting police and 
security sources, said the five- 
member unit has operated for 
about a year, inflicting most tor- 
ture in a police station at military 
headquarters in the West Bank 
town of Hebron. 

Police spokeswoman Tami 


Paul -Cohen confirmed a special 
unit investigates stone throwing 
incidents m the West Bank. But 
she denied allegations of abuse. 

In the past, Israeli and foreign 
human rights groups have ac- 
cused Israel of mistreating 
Palestinian prisoners, but they 
usually blamed the Shin Bet 
security service. Israel has denied 
interrogators go beyond rules 
allowing some physical pressure. 

Hadashot police reporter 
Doron Meiri said Monday’s re- 
port began 10 days ago when his 
paper ran affidavits by eight 
Palestinians, including a 14- year- 
old, who said they were beaten 
and tortured by electro shock 
while jailed in Hebron. 

After the publication. Mr. 
Meiri said, be was contacted by 
several police officers and secur- 
ity officials in Hebron who were 


not connected with the special 
unit, but were familiar with it. 

Hadasbot quoted the sources, 
who insisted on anonymity, as 
saying interrogations usually took 
place at night when only a few 
people were at the police station. 

The sources told Mr. Meiri the 
interrogators beat detainees with 
wooden dubs, kicked them sev- 
erely and administered electro 
shock using a field telephone. 

“Once in a while I would arrive 
early in the morning in an office 
where they had interrogated de- 
tainees, and it looked like a battle 
field,” one source told Hadashot. 
“Broken wooden clubs, wires, 
blood. More than once I saw a 
detainee crawling to the (hold- 
ing cell) ... they were simply 
unable to walk." 

(Continued on page 5) 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Alge- 
rian opposition politicians on 
Monday denounced a govern- 
ment reshuffle as reneging on 
pledges to bring radical change to 
a country shaken by Muslim fun- 
damentalist unrest. 

As the cabinet held its first 
meeting with six newcomers after 
the departure of 11 ministers, the 
Socialist Forces Front (FFS) said: 
“The authorities have turned 
their back on their own state- 
ments on a radical change of 
institutions and men.” 

The FFS emerged with 25 seats 
from a general election cancelled 
last month days before the sche- 
duled second round, after the 
fundamentalist Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) took a landslide lead 
of 188 seats of 231 decided. 

Two newcomers to the cabinet 
are linked to the FIS. 

Employment Minister Said 
Guechi, a founder member of the ■ 


FIS. was pushed aside by radicals 
last year. He said on Sunday he 
would try to be an intermediary 
with the party now facing dissolu- 
tion. 

Most key ministers, including 
Prime Minister Sidahmad Ghoza- 
li, have retained their posts. 

The former ruling National Li- 
beration Front (FLN) termed 
Saturday's reshuffle a “positive” 
but "very modest step.” 

The FFS, in a statement carried 
by the Algerian news agency 
APS, said the move disappointed 
the people '5 aspirations for “an 
uncompromising rapture with the 
angle party system, corruption 
and injustice.” 

It also condemned what it 
termed the “repressive system” 
of the state of emergency im- 
posed last Feb. 9 after running 
battles between security forces 

(Continued on page 5) 


Official silence over ban of alcohol resolution raises 
questions about government’s stance on the issue 


By Mariam M. Sbatain 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A resolution 
adopted by the Lower House 
of Parliament last week to 
demand a ban on alcohol in 
the Kingdom has been met 
with total silence by the gov- 
ernment. The official “non- 
reaction” has raised ques- 
tions about the government’s 
position on and handling of 
the issue. 

While cabinet members say 
that tire government is not a 
supporter of a ban on alcohol 
for economic, social and 
cultural reasons, no attempt 
was apparently made to unify 
the government’s position 


and if there was one It failed. 
Of the 10 cabinet ministers 
who hold seats in the House 
— two voted for the resolu- 
tion while two others walked 
out apparently in order to 
avoid casting a vote. 

The ambivalent message 
this divided votes gave was 
“meant to be so,” according 
to some government sources. 

Government insiders say 
that there is no reason for the 
government to get caught up 
in spot battles with Parlia- 
ment, and Islamists in par- 
ticular, over the banning of 
alcohol at this early stage of 
the issue. 

“The majority of the 
cabinet ministers eligible to 


vote adopted the govern- 
ment's position by voting 
against the ban,” said Minis- 
ter of Industry and Trade 
Abdullah Nsour, who is also 
a deputy from Salt. The 
minister, however, played 
down the significance of the 
issue, calling the vote “not 
decisive, since we were vot- 
ing on a resolution not a 
law.” 

The absence of 26 deputies 
during the vote almost caused 
a delay in the voting since the 
required quorum for voting 
in the 80-strong House is 54. 
The resolution was passed 
nevertheless by a vote of 34 
to 20. 

(Seven deputies were 


either out of the country or 
fll, and did not attend the 
session at all). 

The apparent cabinet “si- 
lence” on the issue, despite a 
possible loss of a JD 25 mil- 
lion industry, could stem 
from confidence in the argu- 
ment against banning. 

“The government's policy 
is to adhere to scientific 
facts," explained a cabinet 
minister. "If a certain sugges- 
tion or request by Parliament 
is not feasible, then the gov- 
ernment will not just say ‘we 
are against it,’ but will pre- 
sent the scientific evidence to 
prove it.” 

“The facts speak for them- 
selves; with a JD 25 million 


industry at stake it is not in 
the government's interest to 
ban alcohol,” said another 
member of the cabinet. 

But the economic reason is 
not the sole justification the 
government will use to 
oppose such a ban, according 
to most members of the 
cabinet. 

“In this country we have a 
tradition of tolerance. Our 
willingness to consider the 
ban is also a sign of that 
tolerance," said a senior 
cabinet minister. “But the 
point is that we have toler- 
ated the habits and traditions 
of minorities, religious, 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Ekeus says no agreement 
reached in Baghdad mission 



NEW YORK (Agencies) — A 
senior U-N. official has said he 
was □ sable to secure an agree- 
meat from Iraq to cooperate with 
weapons inspectors and carry ont 
other terms of the Gulf war ceas- 
efire agreement, a radio station 
reported. 

“I have not accomplished the 
mission, which was to assure such 
an agreement by Iraq,'' said Rolf 
Ekeus, bead of a U.N. commis- 
sion overseeing the destruction of 
Iraq's chemical, biological and 
nuclear weapons programmes. 

“However, Iraq may send de- 
legations to New York later on... 
and something may come out of 
that," said Mr. Ekens, speaking 
from Baghdad in a telephone 
interview with the CBS radio 
network. 

Mr. Ekeus held high-level 
meetings with Iraqi officials, car- 
rying a warning from the U.N. 
Security Council that Iraq faces 
“serious consequences" if it con- 
tinues to obstruct disarmament 
efforts. 

The 15-nation council last 
Wednesday said Iraq’s failure to 
cooperate with U.N. weapons in- 
spectors, disclose information 
and agree to future monitoring 
nearly a year after end of the Gulf 
war represented a “material 
breach” of ceasefire terms. 

About 30 U.N. inspecting 
teams have visited Iraq to date, 
but the Security Council com- 
plains information they have 


gathered is incomplete because of 
Iraqi stonewalling and efforts to 
hide weapons components. 

U.N. officials have not ruled 
out the use of force. U.S.-led 
allies sanctioned by die U.N. 
Security Council ended Iraq’s 
occupation of Kuwait in an offen- 
sive that ended Iasi Feb. 28. 

In Baghdad, Mr. Ekeus said he 
tokl Iraq Sunday it faced serious 
consequences if it failed to comp- 
ly with Security Council plans to 
scrap its weapons of mass des- 
truction. 

Mr. Ekeus said be relayed the 
contents of a Security Council 
resolution to the Iraqi leadership 
in five horns of talks on Sunday 
night. 

“I would say they were serious 
talks,” Mr. Ekeus said, but he 
declined to give further details of 
the tone of his discussions before 
reporting to the Security Council 
next week. 

He was speaking to reporters 
after the final round of talks in a 
three-day visit, his third trip to 
Baghdad. 

Mr. Ekeus said he briefed Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Ahmad Hussein 
A1 Khudayer and Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz on die Feb. 
19 council statement warning Iraq 
to comply with its plan. 

‘ “We had an exchange of views. 
The (U.N.) mission has pre- 
sented file contents of a state- 
ment by the Security Council of 
Feb. 19 as well as other con- 


cerns,” Mr. Ekeus said. He gave 
no more details. 

He said his team and the Iraqis 
each made a statement on the 
dispute, which would be sent to 
U.N. Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali and the Security Council. 

The United States has accused 
Iraq of showing disdain for U.N. 
programmes to scrap the 
weapons which Iraq had assem- 
bled before the Gulf conflict as 
well as plans to scrutinise long- 
term Iraqi arms output 

Baghdad has rejected as a 
violation of its sovereignty any 
attempt to monitor its aims pro- 
duction and says national defence 
is the sovereign right of every 
nation. 

It argues that it faces armed 
rebellion by Kurds in northern 
Iraq and Shiites in the south and 
suspects that the United States is 
trying to use the U.N. to topple 
President Saddam Hussein. 

Iraq says it has cooperated with 
visiting teams of U.N. experts 
seeking to destroy its weapons 
and wants Mr. Ekeus to make a 
positive report to help its cam- 
paign to get 18-month -old trade 
sanctions lifted. 

Sanctions were imposed in Au- 
gust 1990 to punish Iraq for its 
invasion of Kuwait. Iraq says that 
they should now be lifted because 
it has left the emirate and is 
helping to destroy its arsenals as 
specified in the Gulf war ceasefire 
terms. 


Qadhafi: 

Libya 

fears 

U.S. strike 


PARIS (Agencies) — Fear of a 
: U.S. mHiti 


massive U.S. military strike has 
convinced Libya it must cooper- 
ate in investigating the bombings 
of U.S. and French airliners, 
Colonel Moammar Qadhafi said 
in an interview published Mon- 
day. 

Col. Qadhafi, in an interview 
in Tripoli with the French duly 
Le Figaro, said his government 
was not involved in the bombings 
of Pan Am Flight 103 over Lock- 
erbie, Scotland, in 1988 or of a 
UTA jetliner over Niger in 1989. 

“We immediately protested 
and proclaimed our innocence,” 
Col. Qadhafi was quoted as 
saying. “But very quickly, we 
understood that we were con- 
fronted by virtual state terrorism 
and that the Americans wouldn't 
hesitate, to launch a massive 
military operation.” 

“America today is the number 
one military power in the world 
and isn't counterbalanced by any- 
one,” Col. Qadhafi reportedly 
said. “An armed confrontation 
would crush us. We are aware of 
the danger. That's why we prefer 
to play the card of conciliation 
and justice, rather than of de- 
fiance...” 


Libya has rejected U.S. and 
British requests to surrender the 
two Flight 103 suspects, but has 
opened its own inquiry and says 
the men could be tried in Libya. 
The attack killed 270 people. 

France has accused four other 
Libyans of involvement in the 
UTA bombing, which killed 170 
people. These men have express- 
ed willingness to stand trial in 
France. 


“An inquiry is under way,” 
Col. Qadhafi was quoted as tell- 
ing Le Figaro. “Libyan law con- 
demns terrorism and calls for 
punishment, ranging from prison 
to execution. I firmly believe we 
were not involved. But the inves- 
tigation will go to the end... 

“We are the first to want the 
whole truth to be known and to 
be sure the blood of the victims is 
not used for political ends.” 


Mubarak to go to France 
over Lockerbie dispute 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak will go to 
France on Tuesday as part of his 
mediation in the dispute between 
Libya and Western states over 
the bombing of passenger planes, 
officials said on Monday. 

Mr. Mubarak’s visit, apparent- 
ly arranged at short notice after 
be spoke to French President 
Francois Mitterrand by telephone 
on Sunday, will be brief and to 
the point, they said. 

Egypt, which has good rela- 
tions with Libya, has been seek- 
ing a compromise between Tripo- 
li and the Western states deman- 
ding Libya band over men 
wanted in connection with explo- 
sions aboard a Pan Am plane in 
1988 and a French airliner in 
1989. 

Mr. Mubarak met Libya Jus- 
tice Minister Ibrahim Moham- 
mad Bakkar immediately after 
his unannounced arrival in Cairo 
late on Sunday and Mr. Bakkar 
gave Mubarak a message from 
Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi. 
No details emerged from the 
meeting. 

Egypt, which has moved closer 
to Libya over the past three years 
after more than a decade of poli- 
tical enmity, has said its diploma- 


cy averted posible military ac- 
tion against Libya. 

But it is now concerned at 
French, British and U.S. threats 
to impose U.N. sanctions on Tri- 
poli if it does not abide by a 
Security Council resolution call- 
ing on Libya to surrender the 
men for questioning or trial. 

The sanctions would include an 
arms embargo, a ban on civil 
aviation links with Libya and a 
scaling down of Libyan diploma- 
tic representation. 

Arab diplomats said Egypt has 
recently been putting pressure on 
Libya to come up with terms 
acceptable to the West. 

Libya, they said, offered .the 
West via Egypt on Thursday - to 
hold the trial in a neutral country 
but the proposal has not been 
accepted. 

In December the United States 
and Britain accused two Libyan 
men of planting explosives 
aboard the Pan Am airliner which 
blew up over the Scottish town of 
Lockerbie, killing 270 people. 

France wants Libya to produce 
four agents for questioning about 
a French UTA airliner which ex- 
ploded over Niger in 1989, killing 
all 171 people on board. 


Bush secretly helped Iraq 
build its arsenal — report 


LOS ANGELES — President 
George Bush signed a top-secret- 
directive opening the way for $1 
billion in new aid to Iraq only 
nine months before that country 
invaded Kuwait, according to a 
report published on Sunday. 

The Los Angeles Times, in a 
special report, said Mr. Bush’s 
actions enabled Iraqi leader Sad- 
dam Hussein to buy needed food- 
stuffs on credit and spend his 
scarce reserves of hard currency 
on the massive arms buildup that 
resulted in Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait on Aug. 2, 1990, and the 
ensuing war. 


the paper said. Secretary of State 
James Baker personally inter- 
vened with then Agriculture 
Secretary Clayton Yeutter to drop 
his department’s opposition to 
the aid. Mr. Yeutter agreed, and 
the first half of the money was 
made available at the beginning 
of 1990. 

As late as July, 1990, just one 
month before the invasion of 
Kuwait, officials at the National 
Security Council and the State 
Department were pressing for the 
delivery of the second instalment 
of S500 million. 


In addition, the paper said, 
senior Bush aides as late as the 
spring of 1990 overrode concern 
among other government officials 
and insisted that Iraq be allowed 
to buy “dual use” technology — 
advanced equipment that could 
be used for both civflian and 
military purposes. 

Quoting unnamed sources and 
classified government documents 
it had obtained, the newspaper 
said the Iraqis were given con- 
tinued access to “dual use” tech- 
nology despite emerging evidence 
that they were working on nuc- 
lear arms and other weapons of 
mass destruction. 


On July 9 U-S. Ambassador 
April Glaspie assured officials 
in Baghdad that U.S. officials 
were still trying to obtain release 
of the second instalment, the 
newspaper said. That instalment 
was cancelled the day Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait. 


It said much of the blame for 
failing to perceive Iraq’s plans has 
fallen on mid-level officials and 
on agencies such as the Com- 
merce Department, which 
approved the sale to Iraq of $1.5 
billion of American technology, 
and the Agriculture Department, 
which authorised $5 billion . in 
loan guarantees in the 1980s. 


It said Mr. Bush signed a secret 
national security decision direc- 
tive in October, 1989, ordering 
the billion-dollar commitment to 
Iraq in the form of loan guaran- 
tees for the purchase of U.S. farm 
commodities, despite objections 
from the Department of Agricul- 
ture and two other agencies who 
warned that existing aid was 
being diverted to buy weapons. 

After the directive was signed. 


“However, classified docu- 
ments from several agencies and 
interviews over the last two 
months demonstrate that it was 
foreign policy initiative from the 
White House and the State De- 
partment that guided relations 
with Iraq from the early 1980s to 
the eve of the Persian Gulf war — 
and that Bush and officials work- 
ing under him played a prominent 
role in those initiatives," the 
Times said. 


Snow hits 
Israel, 
occupied 
territories 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Heavy 
snow fell in northern Israel and 
the occupied Golan Heights 
Monday, dosing roads and isolat- 
ing villages. 

A dusting of snow also covered 
occupied Jerusalem and the ocoi- 
pied West Bank. Rain and hail 
fell along the coastal plain, thre- 
atening possible flooding in 
Israel’s most populated areas. 

Officials also expressed fears of 
flooding along the Jordan River 
after the Deganya Dam sluice 
gates at the southern end of the 
Sea of Galilee were opened to 
prevent the lake from filling and 
flooding the town of Tiberias. 

Now the outflow of six million 
cubic metres of water threatens to 
the swollen Jordan River to 

crest 

In the northern Gaiflee, the 
town of Metnlla was hit with 
about 50 centimetres of snow. 
The weight of snow and foe col- 
lapsed the roof at a skating rink 
used for training by the national 
hockey team. 

Residents of the nearby settle- 
ment of Kiiyat Sbemona, who 
spent the past week under the 
threat of Katyusha rockets fired 
from South Lebanon, woke up 
Monday under about 20 cen- 
timetres of snow. 

In some places ou the Golan 
Heights 50 centimetres of snow 
fell, Israel Radio reported. 

In occupied Jerusalem, resi- 
dents seem to have adjusted to 
normally rare snowfall. Shops 
and businesses remained open, 
and students went to school. 


Iran lifts ban on neutral ships 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran has lifted 
a ban on shipping in its territorial 
waters that it imposed at the start 
of the 1980-88 war with Iraq, the 
Middle East Economic Survey 
(MEES) reported Monday. 

The respected oil industry 
newsletter said the Iranians have 
cancelled the military exclusion 
zone they declared around their 
shores. 

That prohibited non-Iranian 
vessels from entering the Islamic 
republic’s waters or those around 
its islands in the Strait of Hor- 
muz, the only gateway in and out 
of the Gulf. 

“The cancellation of these reg- 
ulations will undoubtedly ease 
the free flow Of cargo, including 
oil, to and from Iran as well as in 
and out of the Gulf waters,” the 
Nicosia-based weekly com- 
mented. 


MEES did not say when the 
wartime regulations were lifted. 
But Iran had reaffirmed the res- 
triction as recently as Jan. 15. 

The newsletter said Tehran has 
given no reason for the surprise 
move.” 


But the Iranians have been 
relaxing many security and eco- 
nomic regulations in recent 
months following the Gulf war 
last year . 

Tehran is also striving for fore- 
ign investment and improved 
trade links to revitalise its mori- 
bund economy. 

Under the wartime regulations, 
any ship entering or leaving the 
Gulf through tire Strait of Hor- 
tmiz had to make a 130-kiiometre 
detour to pass south of the Small 
Iranian islands of Abu Musa and 
Sini. 

These were used during the 
1980-88 war by the Islamic Re- 
volutionary Guards Corps’ naval 
arm for attacks ou tankers sailing 
to and from Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and other Gulf states 
allied to Iraq. 

“Shipping will now be able to 
sail in a more direct route by 
passing north of these islands 
inside Iran's territorial waters," 
the survey noted. 


signed an agreement with Tehran 
and the International Committee 
of Red Cross to swap remaining 
prisoneTS-of-war (PoWs) from 
the Iraq-Irau war which ended 
more than two years ago. 

The government daily A1 
Jumhounyah quoted a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman as saying the 
accord, signed in Geneva last 
week, was a “comprehensive 
agreement to exchange all the 
PoWs and lists on names of the 
missings or any available in- 
formation about them.” 

Iraq and Iran exchanged more 
than 70,000 prisoners of their 
1980-88 war after Baghdad and 
Tehran agreed to make peace 
shortly after Iraq invaded Kuwait 
in August 1990. 


Iran says some 5,000 of its 
soldiers are still held by Iraq 
which accuses Tehran of bolding 
some 30,000 Iraqi PoWs. 


FoW exchange 
Baghdad said Monday it had 


The exchange of the first group 
of PoWs would take place in the 
coming few days at the border 
check-point of Kbosravi, the pap- 
er quoted the official as saying. 


Rising ethnic tensions make Afghan accord urgent 


By Malcolm Davidson 
Reuter 


ISLAMABAD — Rising 
ethnic tension in Afghanistan 
has increased the danger of 
the country splitting apart 
and a political settlement of 
the country's 13-year conflict 
is urgently needed, -according 
to a senior United Nations 
official. 


Special envoy Benon 
Sevan told reporters the inde- 
pendent states of former 
Soviet Central Asia feared 
ethnic conflict could spill 
over Afghanistan ’5 northern 
border. 


“All these ethnic issues... 
are coining to the fore now 
and unless we proceed 
speedily and unless the 


Afghans speedily can resolve 
their differences they are 
going to face a serious prob- 
lem in respect to the integrity 
of Afghanistan.” 

Mr. Sevan, who is trying to 
get all sides in the war to start 
talks at a meeting in EurApe 
in April, said years of war 
had politicised Afghan ethnic 
groups previously dominated 
by the Pushtun majority. 

He said leaders of Tajikis- 
tan, Turkmenistan and Uzbe- 
kistan voiced their concern 
about the war spilling over 
into their territory during 
talks in Tehran last week. 

They denied they were 
continuing. to arm their for- 
mer allies in Kabul and back- 
ed a United States-Russian 
cutoff of weapons to both 
sides that took effect on Jan. 
1. 


Afghan President Najibul- 
lah is currently locked in a' 
battle of wills with northern 
Afghanistan's government 
generals and militia comman : 
ders who are resisting his 
plans to impose an ethnic 
Pushtun general on the most- 
ly Uzbek and Tajik region. 

Pushtun activists are also 
talking again about a greater 
Push tunis tan that would in- 
clude large tracts ceded to 
what is now Pakistan under 
British colonial rule. 

Mr. Sevan, speajking be- 
fore leaving for Riyadh ou 
Sunday and talks with U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghah in Geneva, said be had 
been convinced by Pakistani 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
that be was genuinely com- 
mited to the U.N. peace 
plan. 


Mr. Sharif caused confu- 
sion at a regional summit 
meeting in Tehran last week 
when he appeared to back- 
track on a recent Pakistani 
statement giving complete 
support to Mr. Sevan. 

Some Mujabedeen guerril- 
la groups based in Pakistan 
are refusing to take part in 
the April gathering in Vienna 
or Geneva and might try to 
sabotage the process, Mr. 
Sevan said. 

“These voices I believe 
may try to scuttle the process, 
may even try to delay the 
process, but the process has 
begun and there is no one 
that can stop the process be- 
cause the Afghan people 
themselves will resist any 
stopping of the process." 

Three hardline groups 
among Mujabedeen have 


spearheaded resistance to 
Mr. Sevan, while some re- 
main undecided. 


“We have a lot of hum- 
ming birds waiting in flight to 
see which way to go.” 

Mr. Sevan told reporters 
that once the first ice- 
breaking meeting of around 
.150 people takes place in 
Europe, a much larger 
gathering should be held in- 
side Afghanistan within two 
months. 


That meeting would be 
empowered to create an in- 
terim government to take full 
power in Kabul and bold 
elections within about a year. 

“I think that once every- 
body sees that there is a first 
gathering there will be an 
added incentive for them to 
join the process,” be said. 


UNEP warns Gulf states 
of potential water conflict 

.. -- n \J. 'IViIKa 


BAHRAIN (AP) — The Un- 
ited Nations E nviro nment 
Pro g ramme (UNEP) chief 
warned Gulf countries Mon- 
day that sparse water and the 
absence of proper conserva- 
tion could push the region 
into conflict over resources. 

“With water in such short 
supply, and with demand 
growing, the shared re- 
sources are a potential source 
of conflict," Mustafa Tolba, ' 
told a conference in an 
address that was. delivered by 
his deputy, William Man- 
sfield. 

The U.N. Environment 
Programme, he said, helped 
countries in other regions dis- 
pel potential water conflicts 
by developing water manage- 
ment systems. He did not 
elaborate on what these sys- 
tems entailed. 

Water sharing is one of the 
regional problems being tack- 
led in multi-party talks in- 
volving Israel, the Arabs and 
several other countries and 
alliances on the sideline of 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. Gulf states took part in 
the multilateral talks which 
opened in Moscow last 
month. 

Mr. Tolba said desalina- 
tion plants on wtticb Gulf 
states have spent billions of 
dollars were not an answer to 
the problem. 

“It may appear attractive, 
but ultimately the cost may 
be prohibitive — not just the 
economic cost, but also the 
ecological cost,” he said. 

“No one has yet developed 
a desalination process that 
does not require massive in- 


■ puis of energy,” Mr- Tolba 
said. “Untfl they do, we must 
be aware that we may be 
buying water today at the 
cost of hotter, dryer tomor- 
row, such as could be caused 
by global warming." 

He said: “The only option 
which offers any real hope for 
the fixture is conservation." 


i 


Egypt: Mlc out negrttebk 

, An Egyptian minis ter said 
in an interview published 
on Monday that the waters of 
the River Nfle woe beyond 
the scope of the Middle East 
peace process. 

“The River Nile is not the 
subject of bargaining or poe- 
tical agreements regarar 
any. future (Middle East 


peace plan,” Minister of 
Irrigation Essam Radi told 
the semi-official Abu Dhabi 
newspaper A1 l i rih ad. 

The Nile is the world’s 
longest river, running 6,650 
kilometres from its source in 
Central Africa to. the 
Mediterranean. Its ammal 
floodwaters have supported 
cultivation in Egypt for nude- 
uia. 

The Egyptian minister also 
said Cairo had turned down a 
Libyan request to lay a 645- 
kilometre pipeline to siphon 
water from the Nile in north- 
eastern Egypt to Tobruk in 
Libya. 

Mr. Radi told A) Ittihad 
that work would start soon ou 
the first phase of the Jonglej 
Canal in southern Sudan, a 
project to save water which 
now disappears into the 
swamps there. 




Secret or over the 
counter, tapes represent 
freest speech in S. Arabia 


RIYADH (AP) — In every 
Riyadh neighbourhood, tucked 
somewhere between the pizza 
stand, the barber and the shirt- 
maker, sits one of the Islamic 
tape shops that have become the 
main outlets fra government cri- 
tics. 


following even' among the nor 
religious. The tape shops ate 
give Islamic movements a distinc 

nvpr lihnrol nkn liu. 



Over-the-counter tapes feature 
clergy admonishing Saadis how to 
be better Muslims. But under the 
counter, anonymous clerics pour 
out a diatribe against everything 
from princes skimming govern- 
ment money to peace negotia- 
tions with Israel. Since the Gulf 
war, the tapes have flourished 
and their messages have become 
blunter. 


ideas. 

Saudi journalists say the tap 
can be found everywhen 
Bearded men m their teens c 
early 20s pour into the shop 
every afternoon, looking for th 
latest hot speeches. 


Most of the anonymous tapes 
bear the accent of the Nejd, the ' 
desert heartland where zealous 
Islam has flourished. 


The clerics ask: why doesn’t 
the kingdom have a published 
budget? Why do princes get free 
services, from phone calls to air- 
plane flights? Why did a 
multibillion-doUar annual de- 
fence budget leave the kingdom 
dependent on the United States 
in the fight against Iraq? 


The U.S. government report in 
1991 notes the tapes are Saudi 
Arabia’s main outlet for free 
speech, which is otherwise sharp- 
ly curtailed. 


* 


Tapes criticise princes of the A1 
Sand family for reaping huge 
commissions simply for occupy- 
ing their positions, noting that 
Islam specifies that money should 
be earned. 

Salman A1 Owdah. an Islamic 
studies professor in the central 
city of Burayday, is especially 
popular for his forthright critic- 
ism of Muslims in general and the 
government in particular. 


The cassettes are a sensitive 
issue — Saudi customs agents 
confiscated three from a reporter 
leaving the country. The 1979 
revolution in neighbouring Iran 
that toppled the Shah gained 
momentum from tapes of 
speeches by then-exiled Ayatol- 
lah Ruhollafa Khomeini. 


In Saudi Arabia, the pitch of 
criticism reached such a level by 
the end of last year that the 
country’s highest religions figure, 
Sheikh Abdul Aziz Ben Abdullah 
Ben Baz, felt obliged to s pw»k oat 
against those who counter the will 
of God by resorting to “backbit- 
ing and slander.” 


On other tapes, “secular” is a 
favourite curse, used to label 
anything tied to the West, from 
advertising to smoking cigarettes 
to educating women. 

One extremist tape said uni- 
versity women are whores who 
use education as a cover to meet 
their lovers. 


“If the secular don’t accept to 
live under Islam, they can get 
out. This is the holy land,” admo- 
nished one anonymous cleric. 

The brave, forthright approach 
of the clerics has gained them a 


Diplomatic and Saudi sources 
say about 50 derics were brougfal 
m fra questioning last month, and 
some of them lost their right to 
preach in mosques. 

King Fahd himself warned in 
tete January that “if matters go 
beyond [their limits, then we will 
deal with them.” 

Saudj lawyers said after that 
speech that the circulation ei 
under-ffi&^antCT tapes dropped 
markedly and that people cook 
get a ax-month prison sentence 
K>r being caught with one. 
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ritain will not 


on 


Iraq, official says 

BySeraieHafea suffering of the Iraqi people "Sir 




to tbe fcrdan Times 

>-'"J ^L'^vimaN — A senior British 
Monday reaffirmed 

> ifSU*** *#e****> 0 ° 

■ esse ftosancuons against 

• "■ E. mi dedined to say whether 

■.=• 'S;i5i»'»*«“fr.f D in y‘ cn ! eni 

■■'* a t «Aifteasnrns against Israel in 
: * *rf a reoonal disarma- 


mal disarms- 
East peace 


TSw A an aggressive nation, 
■ <:-V> Jffliedlo its teeth, persmng the 
of nndear, chemical 
■/, V ^TS^ical weapons of mass 
m :<i : :9"j£EE> aid David Gil- 


aeuuu, said David Gil- 
, _ undersecretary of the 

'•^‘British Foreign Ministry.* 
' l '- f ' "miwefote). the sanctions 
Jdirutfraq are absolutely vital.” 




- '* it. 


«r GDmoie, ao a three-day 
-r . •* mot ta the Kingdom, refrained 

from answering a question on 
:* ' Ihether the same measures 


' - woaw K «“*** 

. state hi the future if it did not 
' ^ IcoBmly with United Nations re- 
' sohSwis and continues to pursue 
• its aggressive settlement policy. 

“Tfere is no golden role that 
■«-i t «ys you have to deal with all 
: ■ > Sobtemsthe same way,” he said. 

r «Th» British government has 
*■.>. jjone a great deal to alleviate the 


suffering of the Iraqi people," Sir 
Gilmore said, referring to the 45 
million pounds in humanitarian 
assistance to Iraq. “We have no 
quarrel with the people of Iraq. It 
is up to Saddam Hussein to feed 
his people." 

Sir Gilmore said Iraqis must 
make their own choice of lead- 
erehip, but did not stop short of 
expressing approval in any 
attempt to topple the Iraqi presi- 
dent. “We would be delighted to 
see Saddam Hnssein go,** he said. 

Sir Gilmore, in an obvious bid 
to justify the Israeli possession of 
mass destruction weapons said 
Israel was constantly a “subject 
of aggression.” 

During his stay in the King- 
dom, Sir Gilmore was received by 
His Majesty King Hussein, the 
prime minister, the foreign minis- 
ter, and a number of high Jorda- 
nian officials. The two sides dis- 
cussed a wide range of issues 
including the ongoing peace pro- 
cess which resumed in Washing- 
’ton on Monday. 

“We are using what little influ- 
ence we have to make the peace 
. talks work,” Sir Gilmore said. 
“There is no alternative to the 
peace process. This region needs 
peace very badly and we would 
do everything we can to help push 



Sir David Gfhnore, undersecretary of the British Middle East peace process and other issues (Petra 
Foreign Ministry, Monday meets with Prime photo) 

Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and reviews the 


die process forward.” 

Sir Gilmore described the cur- . 
rent relationship between his 
country and Jordan as “excel- 
lent." 

“We had an open and frank 
dialogue on all levels in the 
Jordanian government," he said. 

As to the strain in the rela- 
tionship between Amman and 
London during the Gulf crisis. Sir 
Gilmore said that thanks to 
efforts from both sides, “the 
friendly and close happy rela- 
tionship has been reestablished." 


Referring to the role of the 
United States as a co-sponsor to ' 
the talks. Sir Gilmore said: “The 
Americans have tremendous in- 
fluence, interest, and commit- 
ment in the region and have 
demonstrated their commitment 
to bring about peace." 

Asked whether the sponsorhsip 
should be shifted to the U.N. 
Security Council floor, he said, 
“It is foolish to change the course 
now. It is important not to divert 
from the central thrust, at least 
for the first time in history all the 


conflicting parties are sitting 
together." 

Sir Gilmore said during his visit 
to Israel and the occupied terei- 
tories that be sensed a feeling 
among many Palestinians he met 
with that they saw no alternative 
to the peace process. He also 
acknowledged that many Palesti- 
nians, including members of the 
peace delegation, were under a 
lot of pressure. He did not elabo- 
rate. 

Sir Gilmore will leave Amman 
today for a brief visit to Syria. 
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Mothers, children line up 

for polio vaccinations 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Long 
lines of mothers with their young 
children were reported Monday 
outside health centres and hospit- 
als operated by the Health Minis- 
try in different parts of Jordan to 
acquire anti-polio immunisation 
at the start of a week-long nation- 
wide campaign ordered by the 
government. 

The campaign was organised as 
news spread about the outbreak 
of polio among children, mainly 
in the Jordan Valley region. 

Health Ministry officials said 
that the United Nations Children 
Fund (UNICEF) has provided 
the centres with 1.2 million doses 
of anti-polio vaccines, sufficient 
for the immunisation of 600.000 
children between one and five 
years of age. 

Dr. Zeid Kayed, director of the 
Health Department in the Am- 
man region, said that hospitals 
and health centres in the Amman 
area were crowded by women 
and children since early morning. 
This turn out. be said, reflects the 
awareness among members of the 
public about the need to safe- 
guard children’s health and the 
realisation of the dangers of 
polio. 

The Health Ministry Saturday 


reported the appearance of 32 
polio cases in Jordan since De- 
cember, noting that the virus 
must have been carried into the 
country by a visitor. 

Reuters reported that tens of 
thousands of mothers and chil- 
dren crowded at hospitals and 
clinics Monday for vaccinations 
which are offered free of charge. 

“What we are facing is a li- 
mited outbreak of polio, but we 
are dealing with it as if it is an 
epidemic in order to stop it as 
soon as possible.” Adnan Abbas, 
secretary-general of the Health 
Ministry, told Reuters. 

Polio is a viral infection of rhe 
central nervous system that may 
result in muscular paralysis or 
death, especially in children. 

“We are still investigating the 
reasons behind the outbreak and 
nothing is confirmed yet.” Dr. 
Abbas said. 

Jordan borders Syria, Iraq and 
Egypt, countries where polio is 
endemic. Some officials suspect 
the virus may have ben brought 
to the Jordan Valley, where most 
of the cases have been detected, 
by immigrant labourers. 

Others say it could have 
travelled among the million-plus 
refugees who escaped Iraq and 


Kuwait through Jordan during 
the 1990-1991 Gulf crisis. 

Jordanian health officials are 
investigating the cause of the 
outbreak with help from the Cen- 
tres for Disc as Control in Atlanta 
and the World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO). 

“A will international scientific 
bodies suggest that what we are 
doing is the required measure to 
stop the outbreak.*" Dr. Abbas 
said. 

A 1990 Health Ministry- 
UNICEF study said Jordan's 
programme against childhood kil- 
ler diseases, including polio, vac- 
cinated 9S per cent of children 
before their second birthdays. 

“This level of coverage is rec- 
ognised as very good both in the 
Middle East and internationally,” 
Dr. Abbas declared. 

Dr. Abbas said on a statement 
to the Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra. that the polio vaccine given to 
children was proved to be 85 per 
cent effective and there was no 
troth in rumours that the previous 
doses were of no value. 

Dr. Abbas cited the testimony 
of two foreign experts from the 
United States and a third from 
the World Health Organisation 
supporting the ministry's claim. 


International seminar 


Ministry 


§ : Queen Noor heads for meeting to 
focus needs of rural women 


‘sent 


AMMAN-(JX.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor left for Geneva 
Monday at the bead of a Jorda- 
Mnan detection to participate in a 
^Wdaymeeting dedicated to dis- 
aBsmg mdffli-Of improving the 
standard of women in rural re- 
gions of the. world. 

The Qneoris accompanied by 
a detentio n* including Sharif 
Fawas Shaiaf, Jordan’s perma- 
neaticjaeseatstivc at the United 
NationiheiiifyjartGis in Geneva, 
Upper 'Rouse' -'of Parliament 
number, Sharaf and the 

director getieiri of the Noor AJ 
Huaear Inaam A1 

Mufti. 

The Qoeed plil be joining a 
indies from around 
the' the conference,, 

whose Bom idea is to help pre- 
vent of rural women 

from s&fiag into poverty due to 
the tankas of raising families 
alone. 


.The . International Fund for 
.*» Agricultural Development 
_ ‘..7 (ffAD), which is organising the 
..... gathering, said queens, princesses 
and wives of L. ads of states and 
governments are meeting Tues- 
: . ^ day and Wednesday to call atten- 


tion to the growing problems of 
rural women in Asia. Africa and 
Latin America. 

Queen Fabiola of the Belgians, 
patron of the meeting, held a 
preparatory session Monday with 
the six organisers, the wives of 
the leaders of Egypt, Turkey, 
Colombia, Malaysia, Nigeria and 
Senegal. 

The organisers estimate that 
565 million rural women are liv- 
ing in poverty, and that few of the 
world's aid programmes are 
reaching them. A survey con- 
ducted by the Rome-based Inter- 
national Fund for Agricultural 
Development found 66.2 million 
of the impoverished women are 
the sole heads of households. 

In tiie past 20 years the number 
of impoverished women has 
grown by 50 per cent, outpacing 
the 40 per cent general popula- 
tion growth. 

“Tbe leading cause of the in- 
crease has been the migration of 
males to urban areas inside the 
countries and male migration to 
richer nations overseas, mostly in 
search of work. Other causes are 
wi lowhood, divorce and the dis- 
integration of family bonds under 


socio-economic pressures," an 
IFAD spokesman said. 

Among the main topics for 
discussion will be how to help 
rural women get access to credit. 
A small loan can enable a woman 
to start a small business, but 
organisers say women often are 
denied credit because of legal 
obstacles or prejudice. 

The .wives of tbe beads of the 
seven wealthiest countries — 
Germany, Japan, Britain, 
France, Canada, Italy and the 
United States — have turned 
down invitations. The G-7 coun- 
tries will mostly be represented 
by diplomats. 

Among those who have sent 
their regrets were Barbara Bush 
flood Marilyn Quayle, who., are 
helping their husbands' campaign 
for re-election in the United 
States. 

However, among those who 
are coming are Queen Sofia of 
Spain, the Grand Duchess of 
Luxembourg and princeses from 
Sweden and Liechtenstein. 

Boutros Ghali, the new 
secretary-general of the United 
Nations, will lead representatives 
of U.N. agencies in attending the 
meeting. 


Jordan, Libya sign health accord 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A joint 
Jcxdanian- Libyan health commit- 
tee Monday concluded a three- 
day meeting in Amman by sign- 
ing urinates of deliberations pav- 
ing the way for further ocopera- 
tim between Jordan and Libya in 
ferffluebted fields. 

Tfcimmucs covered a number 
of matters related to medicines 
*od medical appliances, with 
both tides expressing satisfaction 


with the present rate of Jordanian 
medicines exports to Libya, 
according to a statement issued at 
tbe end of the talks. 

The statement said that the two 
sides agreed on promoting coop- 
eration through the Royal Scien- 
tific Society (RSS), which will 
dispatch a team of specialists to 
Libya to discuss cooperation in 
the maintenance of medical 
equipment. 


The two sides agreed on ex- 
changing information and pub- 
lications on health education and 
agreed on matters related to 
medical study, including training 
of Libyan noises in Jordan, the 
statement noted. 

Under the agreement, the 
Health Ministry in Jordan will 
arrange for Libyan patients to 
acquire treatment at Jordanian 
hospitals, the statement noted. 


: : Minister 
to attend 
satellite 
launch 

V AMKAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Telecommunications Jamal A1 
- 7 Saraircb will join other Arab 
ministers responsible for com- 
mmucatkms in their countries at a 
ceremony to launch the third 
Arab satellite from a French base 
m South America Wednesday. 

The satellite, which will cost 
S30Q millio n to launch, should 
boost cooperation among Arab 
countries in telephone and televi- 
1 ' • aon communications, officials 

' said. 

The two other were Launched 
jC£- in 1985 and now in orbit will 
become obsolete Airing 1992, 

, avoiding to a ministry state- 
f oent here. 

■The statement said that Mr. 
■■ ‘ Steureb left for Paris on the way 
1 . to .the launch site at Kourou in 
Erench Guiana at the invitation 
L of the French government and 
■ the Arab Satellite Communica- 
: tjpn Organisation (ARABSAT). 
In the statement before depar- 
tare, the minister said he would 
' hold meetings with Arab dele- 
, gpwc attending the launch to 
; promote cooperation with among 
Arab states in communications' 
2 fifckls. He said his talks will cover 
’ means of promoting and expand- 
- irig the fast mail services between 
. * Jordan and die other Arab states.; 




The National Music 

Hi:::: Conservatory 

Noor A1 Hussein 

::::::: The British Council Foundation 



Fine Arts Brass Ensemble 


WEDNESDAY 
FEBRUARY 26, 1992 
8: OO p.m. 

CONCERT 

(Variety of Classical, Light and Jazz Music) 
The Royal Cultural Centre 
Tickets from 

The Royal Cultural Centre, Tel. 661026 
Babiche, Tel- 661322 
The British Council, Tel. 636147 /B 
The National Music Conservatory, Tel, 687620 

Tickets JD 7 

Two additional youth concerts: 

* Monday, Feb. 2d, Yarmouk University (Admission Free) 

* Tuesday, Feb. 25, University of Jordan (Tickets JD 1) 


Tamimi in Tehran to 
discuss bilateral relations 


to discuss applications 
of solar, wind energy 


AMMAN (Petra) — Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Minister Izzed- 
dine AJ Khatib A1 Tamimi is 
currently in Tehran for talks with 
Iranian officials on bilateral rela- 
tions between Jordan and Iran. 

The minis ter left Amman for 
the Iranian capital late Sunday on 
a several day working visit on the 
head of an official delegation in 
response to an invitation by Ira- 
nian Cultural and Religious Gui- 
dance Minister Sayyed Khatimi. 

Mr. Tamimi said before de- 
parting that he will convey a 
message from His Majesty King 
Hussein to Iranian President Ali 
Akbar Rafsanjani. The message, 
he said, deals with brotherly rela- 
tions between the two countries. 


While in Tehran, Mr. Tamimt 
will meet with Iranian ministers 
and senior officials for talks on 
enhancing bilateral cooperation. 
The minister said that he will also 
discuss with the officials the con- 
dition of the Palestinian people in 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, the issue of Jeru- 
salem and Israeli measures to 
Judaise the city. 

In this regard, Mr. Tamimi said 
he will convey to the Iranian 
officials Jordan’s keenness to pre- 
serve the holy places and will 
affirm to them Jordan’s con- 
tinued supervision of Islamic 
affairs in the occupied territories 
despite obstacles placed by the 
Israeli occupation authorities. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An interna- 
tional seminar on promoting solar 
and wind energy is to be orga- 
nised in Amman in April with the 
participation of large numbers of 
experts from 70 nations around 
the world, according to a state- 
ment by the Royal Scientific Soci- 
ety (RSS). 

Tbe delegates to the meeting, 
organised under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. will discuss a 
number of topics related to tech- 
nology policies with regard to 
solar and wind power used on a 
commercial basis, said the RSS 
statement. 

The 10-day seminar, held in 
cooperation with the German 
Ministry for Economic Coopera- 
tion, will also discuss renewable 
energy sources, the environment, 
and energy and development in 
the Third World, said the state- 
ment. 

It said that the delegates will 
also turn their attention to ap- 
plications of solar and wind pow- 
er in the advanced nations, inter- 
national cooperation in this kind 
of energy, the role of government 
in backing renewable energy re- 
search programmes and reports 
about .experiments conducted by 
the participating countries. 

During the seminar, the dele- 
gates will be grouped into work 
teams, each dealing with a sepa- 
rate aspect of energy and its 


application in water pumping and 
other areas. 

The RSS statement said that 
the semianr has been tentatively 
scheduled for April 7 and invita- 
tions to the participants being 
sent. 

According to the RSS. the up- 
coming conference will offer a 
chance for participants to ex- 
change experience and informa- 
tion in the fields of solar radia- 
tion. photovoltaic technology, 
thermal applications, bioconver- 
sion. passive solar architecture, 
heating and colling hydrogen pro- 
duction and other fields related to 
renewable energy. 

Tbe meeting, to review a num- 
ber of working papers, will in- 
clude plenary lectures of research 
work with special sessions to be 
devoted to national papers, the 
RSS said. 

The RSS has been ex- 
perimenting with solar and wind 
power as in the past decade and 
in 1988 a solar-wind power pro- 
ject was opened at the remote 
village of Jurf A1 Darawish by 
Crown Prince Hassan. 

The RSS-sponsored pilot pro- 
ject was designed to generate 
electricity from solar and wind 
power, benefitting 600 residents 
of the village situated 170 
kilometres south of Amman. 

That pilot project was also 
funded and carried out in coop- 
eration with the German govern- 
ment. 


to open 

quality 

seminar 

Saturday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Industry and Trade is opening a 
two-day meeting in Amman on 
Saturday entitled “Quality Assur- 
ance and Economic Develop- 
ment" in cooperation with the 
German Ag«'ncv for Technical 
Cooperation (GTZ). 

The ministry said in an 
announcement that the meeting, 
to be organised at the Amman 
Philadelphia Hotel, will tackle 
issues related to a Jordanian 
national standardization system 
to ensure quality of products. 

The ministry said several work- 
ing papers dealing with stan- 
dards. qualify and specifications 
will be reviewed by delegates 
representing the private and pub- 
lic sectors in Jordan. 

Also taking part are repre- 
sentatives from the European 
Community. GTZ. the German 
•Technical Academy, the German 
Federal Institute for Material 
Testing, the International Stan- 
dardisation Organisation, the 
Jordan Trade Association, the 
Ministry of Industry* and Trade's 
Directorate of Standards, the 
Ministry of Planning, the Occu- 
pational Safety and Health Insti- 
tute. the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) and the French General 
Society for Surveillance. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


fa Art exhibition by Spanish artist Saad Esheiri at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre. 

ir Exhibition of paintings by Shakir Hasan Al Said at Abdul 
Hted Shomaa Foundation Gallery (10 a.m.-5 p.m.) 

☆ Graphic art exhibition by Sadik Kwabh at Ba ladna Art 
Gallery, Gardens Street. 

☆ Exhib ition of photos depicting historical and archaeological 
sites in Jordan at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition of publications by tbe University of Jordan’s 
Scientific Research Deanship at the university. 

FILMS 

fa EngUsh-snbtitled German film entitled “Jeder far sfcb und 
Gott gegen afle” (Everyone on Bis Own and God Against 
Everyone” at the Goethe Institute — 8 p.m. 

☆ French film entitled “En Tonte Innocence” at the French 
Cultural Centre — 8 pan. 


Jordanians continue to fume over fuel price increases, most 
industrialists say they won’t pass increase to customers 


By Nor Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanians ex- 
pressed anger over tbe new 
rate of fuel prices which took 
effect Sunday, saying that their 
already squeezed living ex- 
penses will become unbearably 
tighter. 

At the same time, industrial- 
ists are recalculating tbe costs 
of their products in an attempt 
to tackle tbe heavy burden 
they may face. 

“One of our main concerns 
is with tbe medical representa- 
tives,'’ said Rana Dajani, 
marketing planning manager at 
Hikmefa Pharmaceuticals. “We 
use cars to run around the 
country to promote our pro- 
ducts.” she explained, im- 
plying that the company may 
have to ease up on their prom- 
otion campaign. 

The 35 per cent increase 
used in industrial processes for 
manufacturing the products 
means that tbe overheads will 
increase accordingly, she said. 
“We are not planning to in- 
crease the prices on our medic- 
al products,” Mrs. Dajani told 
the Jordan Times, “but what it 
means is more on the over- 
heads and a loss of profit.” 

There are certain plans and 
schedules that tbe company 
has to abide by. *‘We have to 
manufacture and sell our pro- 
ducts and bear the burden,” 
she said. 

Most industry officials say 
that die increase in fuel prices 
is making the industry uncom- 


petitive with other industries in 
neighbouring countries. The 
officials say that there has 
already been an increase in tbe 
prices of water, electricity and 
a 2 per cent increase in the cost 
of exports. The move “is not 
helping the industry... the gov- 
ernment should deregulate and 
not put hurdles in our way,’’ 
according to Fawaz Shaalan, 
general manager 'at Paintex. 

“If the idea is to make tbe 
economy healthier, then the 
only salvation could be from 
our SI billion in exports,” he 
said. “If we can have a good 
growth on the $1 billion, it may 
support half of the total cost on 
the economy." 

Like many other business- 
men, Mr. Shaalan is recalculat- 
ing his prices. He said that 
many industries have already 
absorbed additional increases 
such as tbe consumption tax 
three months ago. “If we re- 
view our prices, it is due to 
those incremented by die gov- 
ernment,” he said. 

Mr. Shaalan said this move 
would further erode the com- 
petitiveness of Jordanian in- 
dustry. The extra costs will 
eventually be passed on to the 
consumer, he said. 

Mustafa Khomash, assistant 
managing director at a cement 
factory, told the Jordan Tunes 
that the factory will take cer- 
tain measures in order to cope 
with the recent decision. “We 
are now working our power 
plant three hours daily, in the 
peak hours, so that we could 


minimise on tbe feel consump- 
tion,” he said. 

Mr. Khomash added that the 
fuel increase is not going to 
drastically affect the cement 
factory. “It will only affect us 
slightly,” he said. 

TWo years ago, tbe govern- 
ment increased fuel prices by 
30 per cent for heavy industries 
but tbe light industries were 
excluded from this move. 
“Now the government has 
raised the price of fuel oil, but 
it has hit those industries drat 
were excluded from the deci- 
sion two years ago,” he said. 

Another worry for indus- 
trialists is the increased costs to 
tracks and other vehicles used 
to transport goods. 

Other industries maintain 
that their prices will not alter 
because some factories include 
a 10 or 15 per cent margin in 
their prices already. According 
to Tareq Haddad, director of 
Haddad Internationa! Indust- 
rial Company, “the 35 per cent 
increase will not effect our 
prices as already included a 10 
per cent margin in our pro- 
ducts — it is not a major 
crucial factor,” he said. 

’Hie government decision, 
which went into force Sunday, 
has raised the price of a tonne 
of fuel used in industrial pro- 
cesses to JD 65 from JD 41 , a 6 
per cent increase over the pre- 
vious rate for trucks driven by 
diesel oil inside and outride the 
Kingdom, as well as an in- 
crease in price of a litre of first 
grade gasoline oil to 300 fils 


and a litre of diesel oil to 305 
fils. 

Although the public said 
they have no choice but to try 
and minimise their money 
spent for fuel for cars and 
heating, they were angered by 
the recent government move, 
specifically the statement that 
said that households using 
diesel oil for central heating 
can claim compensation of JD 
100 at the end of the year if 
their salaries do not exceed JD 
300. 

“First of all, if my salary is 
JD 301, I am not included in 
the compensation claim," said 
Aref Mansour, a father of five. 
“I do not see a big difference 
between JD 300 and JD 301.” 

Although Mr. Mansour was 
citing an example, his salary, 
he said, & not sufficient. “I 
have five children and a wife 
who have’ to be fed, clothed 
and educated. This 40 per cent 
increase on fuel will ring me 
dry." 

Many people interviewed by 
the Jordan Times asked how 
the government will check 
whether a household who is 
liable to claim compensation is 
actually using the central beat- 
ing system. “I know many of 
my neighbours who said that 
they will use kerosene instead 
of central heating and then 
claim tbe JD 100," according 
to Hannan Naser. “It is im- 
possibly for the government to 
check every single household.” 
While kerosene is excluded 
from tbe decision, many other 


people are hesitant about using . 
the fuel. “1 know of many j 
stories during the previous 1 
snowfalls where people suffo- 
cated themselves or got burned 
because of the kerosene hea- 
ters." said Rima, who declined 
to give her foU name. “I have 
found myself in a dilemma now 
because I want to avoid using 
kerosene, for fear that my chil- 
dren may have an accident, 
and my husband cannot con- 
tinue to afford central heat- 
ing." 

Mr. Khomash, from the ce- 
ment factory, said that the 
category 1 that will most likely 
be affected from this measure 
is the middle class income 
bracket group who use centra! 
heating in their households. 

Some other people were up- 
set but pointed out that Jordan 
was under a lot of difficulty 
and the public should help 
their country. “We know Jor- 
dan has to take measures so it 
can survive," said a shopkeep- 
er in Sweifieh. “We should 
stand together every step of 
the way. Everything is increas- 
ing in prices.” 

“People just cannot go on 
like this. There must be other 
ways of achieving self reliance 
and replenishing the treasuries 
foreign currency reserves but 
this new measure is a decision 
by the government, they 
should know what is best for 
the country. Maybe in the 
short-term we will suffer and in 
the long-term it may be better 
for us," the shopkeeper said. 
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^gain, time to think 

JORDANIANS are going through the fifth snowstorm 
of the season and are probably wondering when their 
ordeal with the weather this year wiD all end. Being 
im&coistoined to severe weather conditions, and 
forced to stay indoors for relatively long periods of 
time, some Jordanians are seizing upon the opportun- 
ity provided to reflect on mundane matters such as the 
recent price increases on some categories of fuel. 
Others will simply hibernate socially, economically 
and politically for a couple of days and nights in search 
for peace of mind and an interruption of their daily 
preoccupations. In all. It is interesting to see bow life in 
the country stands still all of a sadden at the first right 
of snow flakes dropping on our heads. Snow becomes 
suddenly an excuse and a carte blanche for most 
people to sit idly by in anticipation of something better 
in tbs days ahead. 

If it is the destiny of Jordanians to take time 
whenever harsh wintery days are upon us, there 
should he room also to meditate on oor lot and reflect 
on where we are heading. Almost every day one 
encounters the reality of wrong situations and prac- 
tices we find ourselves in or doing. Sometimes it is 
reflected in the way we drive: The way we never stop at 
stop signs, the way we make foo-wide turns, the way 
we overtake other cars and the way we escape staying 
in the proper lane. On other occasions, signs of our 
underdevek^nnent as a society is given expression in 
the manner we teach our youngsters in schools, how 
we prepare them for the future. At the government 
level, bureaucracy, red tape and heavy centralisation 
are common features. Almost everything seems to be 
highly and dispreportionally personalised and never 
institutionalised. . 

What all' this bofls dowri J ti[i : — and what is most 
needed to be thought about — is that Jordan, like some 
developing countries, desperately needs intellectual 
technology to complement the mec h anical technology 
that we have so proudly possessed in a relatively short 
period of time. Intellectual technology is of course a 
state of mind that is in part educational, part cultural 
and part religious. Europe reached the age of enlight- 
enment only after people’s minds were liberated and 
their potential released. Then and only then was true 
progress made, enabling the West to flourish like it 
never did before. 

One often wonders silently whether there can be 
hope for the Arab World as long as it stays aloof from 
a parallel enlightenment movement in order to truly 
propel Arabs to a higher plateau of learning and 
reasoning. Is it possible that during the five snow- 
storms that the Kingdom was Messed — or hit — with 
as the case may be till now, we have of the need for a 
new era in Arab thinking that hopefully will snowball 
into something more solid and lasting than the snow 
that we have witnessed? 

Climatologists speak of two more snowstorms await- 
ing the country. Could it be that nature is providing us 
with more opportunities to reflect and meditate instead 
of just simply hibernating as so many of os seem to be 
doing? We have to think about it, and remain 
optimistic at the same time. 

» 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 RA’I Arabic daily Monday praised the government of Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker for its frankness and its disclosure of the reasons 
behind increasing fuel prices so that the public can realise the facts 
and help the government achieve the required economic reform. 
The paper said it is true that Jordan has been bearing the 
difficulties and economic problems over the past years but it is 
also true that Jordan can only adhere to its true principles and no 
bribe or any other temptation can distract the country and its 
leadership and people from the national course. We realise that as 
Jordanians we are bound to face further challenges and could be 
fating more economic problems, but we also realise that this 
country, which confronted challenges in the past, can survive the 
pressure, said the paper. It is because the government was frank 
and open in its statement about the economic situation and the 
need for hikes in prices of fuel that the members of the public are 
accepting the situation and the increases . said the paper. We have 
to offer sacrifices and we have to deal with the present situation if 
we are to keep our pride and retain self-dignity, said the paper. 
Jordan, it said, is used to conspiracies not only from the enemies 
of the country but rather from the friends and Arab brothers.- 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Rs’i Arabic daily called on the government 
Monday to make available various types of essential food supplies 
at prices within the means of the limited-income families, 
especially during the coming month of Ramadan. Nax3i said that 
normally during Ramadan people tend to consume more food 
although people ought to fast in that month and avoid eating too 
much, according to religious teachings. The writer said that with 
the crops of the Jordan Valley arriving in a trickle due to the 
damage caused by the frost and the floods, and because meat Is so 
scarce and eggs are almost non-existent, limited-income groups 
will find it difficult to get their needs from the markets during the 
coming month. He said that if the Ministry of Supply fails to 
honour its commitments and keep its promise of making available 
foe essential commodities, foe crisis is certain to be compounded. 
The writer said that two things are required: less consumption in 
foe coming month and more intensive efforts on foe part of foe 
Ministry of Supply to help the poor citizens in the holy month of 
Ramadan. 


Arab 

By Dr. Abe W. Ate 


To be an Arab in Australia, and 
by extension in Western coun- 
tries, is to be treated as an object 
of ridicule or suspicion. It is an 
assured way of keeping foe bond 
of trust between Arabs — a ra- 
cial, political and cultural mis- 
nomer — and the Australian 
community untied. A misnomer 
begs the explanation that this 
word is conveniently manipulated 
to subsume individual national 
aspirations, such as the Palesti- 
nian, as well as the multi-polar 
political, historical, ethnic and 
cultural differences amongst 22 
Arabic speaking states. 

Ye the word Arab has been 
plastered with countless labels, 
denoting the cruel and decadent, 
masters of camels and Cadillacs, 
slave traders, and lords of foe 
veiled harem. Remarked a 
woman peace activist during the 
Gulf war. “I don’t know which 



Australian — shall the twain ever meet? 


* 


jolts people more: to ay my child 
is autistic, or to ay my husband is 
Palestinian/ Arab.” 

The roots underlying this su- 
periority-inferiority complex are 
both conscious and snbeonsdous. 

During the last few years in 
particular, Australia’s ignorance 
about foe Arab World — its 
peoples, religions, culture and 
literature — has manifested itself 
in many stereotypical forms in- 
cluding cartoons, television, com- 
mercials, serials,- songs, jokes, 
soap operas, dictionaries, and 
particularly the cinema. One 
commercial television station in 
Melbourne, for example, showed 
a total of S3 anti-Arab films 
between 1986-1989, including ex- 
amples such as . Ashanti (1979) 
or Harem. (1985), but perhaps 
most striking in its ample archa- 
ism was • . "Never Say Never 
Again”- (1984) where James 
Bond rescues a blonde from foe 
dutches of a mob of lustful Be- 


douins. 

Since the eruption of foe Gulf 
crisis, the display of such films 
has (temporarily) ceased. Yet, 
the spectacle of so-called Arab 
princes and sheikhs gambling 
huge sums in casinos in London 
and Monte Carlo was an edifying 
one. There is every reason that 
ordinary Lebanese, Palestinians, 
Egyptians, Sudanese, Australians 
and others look upon it with 
distaste. No doubt ofl revenues 
have given foe populations of 
most — though not an — Gulf 
states an enviable standard of 
living and a degree of resentment 
in the West, and the East, to- 
wards foe enjoyers of this ‘ill- 
earned” wealth. 

There were, daring the Gulf 
war, apologetic sounds of support 
to the Arab communities whose 
loyalty to Australia was repeated- 
ly questioned, cross-examined or 
simply forced upon. But reports 


concerning harassment, physical 
attacks and burning of property, 
threatening phone calls and in- 
titeful leaflets were paramount. 
For example, (me caD on John 
Tingle’s radio 2GB demanded 
“razing all foe Muslims and their 
temples in Australia.” On 
another radio talk calls for intern- 
ment of any AraWooking indi- 
vidual -were a r e am ea t theme. 

In view of what was the norm 
in terms of foe random vilifica- 
tion of Arab communities during 
the pre-Gulf war days, anti-Semi- 
tism is now an anti-Arab senti- 
ment, A case in point, two days 
after the Russell St bombing 
incident in the mid eighties, the 
well-respected “Age” read on the 
front page "..an Arab-looking 
suspect was seen..”. (The culprits 
who were charged later on were 
of North European extraction). 

Debate in Australia rages ab- 
out how the Arab culture is stud- 
ded with violence against itself. 


Against this dimale it is regret- 
able foe way the Australian Na\y 
during an exercise in the Gulf 
depicted Muslims praying 
laughable dramatisation. The 
navy, after some hesitation, has 

since apologised, but foe damage 

imprinted in the minds of m^mis 
of Australian viewers is doubtful- 
ly erased- 

It thus stands to reason that the 

negative attitudes and behaviour, 
which consciously or otherwise 
are directed at Arabs — be it 
from an employment organisa- 
tion, funding body, or even W est r 
ern immi g ration and customs offi- 
cials, is a daily reality. 

Racial hatred against peoples 
of foe Middle East is double 
edged. On the one band, “Islam 
is viewed to represent the threat 
of resurging destructive force 
threatening the Western order of 
democracy. (See Edward Sa’id’s 
book Orientalism, published in 
New York in 1977). 


On the other hand, Australians 
rarefy acknowledge the existence 
of some 12 million Christian 
Arabs, some (Palestinians) who 
trace their ancestry to Christ, and 
without whom Christianity in foe 
West may not have survived. The 
Ha fly fears, humiliation, oppres- 
sion, etbnocide, family dis- 
memberment and home eviction 
of Qiristian-Mu&Eun Palestinians 
.are conveniently brushed aside. . 

The cultural, sodaLhmorical' 
differences between Arabs and 
Australians are loo wide, 
perhaps, to be even reconciled; 
but there is a desperate need for 
greater understanding, and this 
must be sought by both sides. The 
malignant but cherished Austra- 
lian stereotype of foe Arab must, 
without question, be sacrificed to 
this . 

The writer is member of the 
La Trobe Umvmsity / Albary 
Wodonga campus. 


French strategist forecasts 20 years of chaos 


By Paul Taylor 

Reuter 

PARIS — The days when white 
men with nuclear weapons con- 
trolled foe world are numbered, 
according to French strategic 
thinker Pierre Leliouche. 

Far from ushering in an era of 
American dominance, the end of 
foe cold war has created a far 
more unstable, multi-power 
world in which Thiiid World 
states will increasingly wield both 
atom bombs and a demographic 
time-bomb, he argues in a new 
book. 

"The end of foe cold war is also 
the end of 500 years of European 
domination of the world,” says 
Mr. Leliouche, strategic adviser 
to conservative opposition leader 
Jacques Chirac. 

His book “The New World”, 
subtitled “From foe order of Yal- 
ta to the disorder of nations”, 
forecasts 20 years of chaos in 
which U.S. power will be 
weakened by economic decline 
and isolationism while Europe is 
buffeted by nationalism and mass 
migration. 

Japan will increasingly domin- 
ate Asia militarily as well as 
economically, he says, while the 
population explosion in Africa 
and the Asian sub-continent will 
present new global dangers. 

Mr. Lelloucbe's vision of a 
“new world disorder? is-in : stark 
contrast to the “new ‘World 
order” founded on western 
values of democracy, foe rule of 
law and foe market economy 
which U.S. President George 
Bosh promised in the aftermath 
of the Gulf war. 

The almost touching attempts 
to preserve the geo-political sta- 
tus quo of the old world at any 
price constitute at best a very 
short-term holding solution,” the 
French strategist writes. 

Among the measures be belit- 
tles are the European Commun- 
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ityV attempt to shield itself from 
turmoil by building a rich men's 
dub without the new democracies 
of Central and Eastern Europe. 

He is also sceptical of efforts to 
give the United Nations more 
power in world conflicts. 

Mr. Leliouche argues that the 
triumph of capitalism over com- 
munism by no means ensures that 
either peace or democracy will 
prevail. 

On foe contrary, he sees grow- 
ing danger from radical national- 
ism, ethnic strife and religious 


fundamentalism' winch' were part- 
ly held in check in foe decades 
since World War II by foe East- 
West conflict and the balance of 
nndear terror. 

The book offers a wide-ranging 
snapshot at a tune when history, 
far from coming to an end in the 
words of American theorist Fran- 
cis Fukuyama, appears to be 
accelerating. 

Political writer and economist 
Alain Mine called the book “the 
most complete and subtle work of 
strategy since the fall of foe Ber- 


lin in wall.” 

Mr. Leliouche expresses alarm 
at the militarisation of the Third 
World, including the prospect of 
nndear and chemical weapons 
spreading to countries that might 
not be amenable to deterrence. 

He predicts heightened conflict 
in the southern hemisphere lead- 
ing to mass migration as the 
population ratio between the rich 
North and the poor South of the 
world explodes from 1:5 today to 
1:8 or 1:9 in the year 2025. 

Only increased development 


More and more street 
people in Europe 


By Peter Mosley 
Reuter 

LONDON — The ranks of 
homelss beggars are growing on 
the wintry streets of Europe. 

Economic straits in the former 
communist East compounded by 
recession in the West are pushing 
up rents and driving the need 
across national borders in search 
of elusive riches. 

Reuter correspondents in ma- 
jor European capitals report 
scenes depressingly akin to the 
misery found in many Third 
World dties. 

In Paris, beggars haunt the 
streets and the metro. Hundreds 
of people sleep rough every night 
on the banks of the Seine and on 
the boulevards. 

France has a socialist govern- 
ment, but homelessness rises de- 
spite its promises. 

In Rome, economic migrants 
from Poland and other East 
European countries swell the col- 
onies -of down-and-outs on foe 
streets and piazzas and under foe 
bridges. 

In London, right by the 
National Theatre and the Royal 
Festival Hall on the Thames lies 
"cardboard dty,” a shantytown 
for derelicts of all ages. Many of 
them beg coins from foe theatre 
and concert-goers. Thousands 
more homeless throng the streets 
elsewhere in the capital, an 
affront to a Conservative govern- 
ment pledged to greater home- 
ownership. 

But while foe problem is 
perhaps most conspicuous in 
Paris, Rome and London, 
homelessness is also on the rise in 
affluent dries of Germany. 

Estimates of the number ,of 
homeless in united Germany 
range from a few thousand to 


650,000. About a third of the 
homeless in West Germany are 
from the former East Germany. 

The increase is largely due to a 
sharp rise in housing prices ovct 
the last few years. Despite a 
strong economy, waves of new 
arrivals from Eastern Germany, 
East Europeans and asylum seek- 
ers have caused an extremely 
tight housing market in most 
towns and cities. 

Mayors of German towns are 
required by law to provide shelter 
for foe homeless. 

In Frankfort, where foe num- 
ber of people without a perma- 
nent home has risen from 1.500 
in 1980 to 3300 in 1992, the dty 
has set up large heated tents for 
the homeless in a park near the 
dty centre. 

Frankfurt also places several 
hundred each night in churches 
and hundreds in low-cost hotels 
and in other emergency quarters. 

Ingo Staymann, head of the' 
Frankfort Soria! Office, said drug 
addicts were swelling foe numbers 
of homeless. 

There had also been an alarm- 
ing increase recently in the num- 
ber of employed people losing 
their homes due to high rents. 

“There is certainly a homeless 
problem in Germany, but no one 
should, in theory, be homeless,” 
said Dieter Hanz, director of foe 
Ministry for families and Senior 
Gtizens in Bonn. 

“Everyone is entitled to shelter 
or assistance in rent payments. 
The problem is when people do 
not take advantage of the entitle- 
ments.” 

Even Zurich, that wealthiest of 
Swiss cities, has its “street peo- 
ple” — mostly drunks or drug 
addicts. 

The leftwing dty council re- 
cently dosed down the notorious 


Platzspitz, known as “needle 
park,” where open drug dealing 
and using was tolerated. They 
also dosed down a pedestrian 
subway, between the rail station 
and the opulent shops of Bah- 
nhofStrasse, where drunks slept 
off their stupors. 

The move has driven hard-core 
addicts back onto the streets. 
Now police empty syringes if they 
catch users preparing to inject, 
then hand them back. 

To help cope with the closure 
of the park and the subway, 
authorities have opened 
emergency dormitories with 
enough room, they say, for all the 
city’s homeless. Sterile syringes 
are also available. 

In elegant Prague, street peo- 
ple, while not entirely non-exis- 

lute 1 t *wcre virtually invisible — 
they kept on the move to avoid 
arrest. 

State companies provided dor- 
mitories for seasonal migrant 
workers without homes. Often 
these were only “paper jobs” 
which allowed the companies to 
collect bigger state subsidies. 

Since foe fall of communism in 
1989, companies have had to cut 
down payrolls and often dose 
dormitones. 

Though official figures for the 
homeless are unavailable, author- 
ities say the situation is growing 
'worse. 

Under communism, charity 
was a duly word. Now, Catholic 
and Protestant charities openly 
offer shelter and food. 

Salvation Army vans hand out 
soup and two slices of bread four 
times a week at Prague's main 
station, the most popular gather- 
ing point for street people. 

Among the homeless are illegal 
refugees from poorer East Euro- 


pean countries, runaway children 
and drug addicts. Some live in- 
underground heating ducts in 
Prague’s massive pre fabricated 
satellite dries, others in foe night 
trams or derelict tenement 
blocks. 

In Madrid, a spokesman for the 
Homeless Watch Charity said the 
problem was growing in the Span- 
ish capital- “There are more and 
more young people, more and 
more immigrants and more 
women — we’re seeing a fetni- 
nisation of poverty.” 

Of some 8,000 homeless in 
Madrid, 1,500 live on the street. 
The city provides 800 beds in 
state or church-run hostels. 

“We’re a safety net for people 
who are excluded from social 
protection," said Dario Perez, 
director of San Isidro State Hos- 
tel in Madrid. “But beyond us is a 
precipice.” 

One in five of San Isidro's 270 
residents are mentally ill some- 
what more are drug addicts. 

Lisbon's homeless population 
of about 3,500 tends to concen- 
trate around the elegant Rossio 
Square in the dty centre. They 
are mostly single men aged 25 to 
44, according to a study by a 
religious charity, but also include 
a few women and children. 

Many are illegal immigr ant^ 
from Portugal’s former African 
colonies. 

Even in Lisbon's relatively 
mild winter, many street people, 
fall victim to bronchitis and 
pneumonia. Their life expectancy 
has been estimated at 40 years. 

Statistics show 200.000 people 
five below foe poverty line in 
Lisbon, a city of 15 million. 
Many live in foe shantytowns that 
greet visitors arriving at the city’s - 
airport 



. aid and investment to create jobs 
in the Third World stand a chance 
of warding off floods of economic 
migrants to the North, he says. 

Mr. Lelkrache lists 15 countries 
which he says either already have 
or are trying to develop nuclear 
weapons: Israel, India, Pakistan, 
Sooth Africa, Algeria, Argenti- 
na, Brazil, North and South 
Korea, Syria, Egypt, Iraq, Libya, 
. Iran mid possibly Taiwan. 

He also paints to the spread of 
chemical weapons, the “poor 
man's atom bomb.” 


Compounding foe danger from 
conflict among states or ethnic , 
groups is a probable increase ini 
acts of terrorism by fundamental- 
ists or impoverished radicals 
driven by hatred of foe West, the 
book argues. 

It cites the use of oil pollution 
and Iraq's destruction of Kuwait's 
oil wells during the Gulf war as 
examples of a possible trend to- 
wards environmental terrorism. 

“All foe evidence suggests that 
t e rro ri sm. .. will be used more, in 
the Third World and in the West, 
by all those who want to defend a 
nationalist or revolutionary 
cause,” Mr. Leliouche says. 

Faced with new and changed 
threats,' be says France’s 30-year 
policy of military independence 
with a national nndear deterrent 
is out-of-date and as akin to the/ 
anti-tank Magjnot Line which' 
failed to stop the 1940 German 
invasion'. 

He calls for an enlarged Euro- 
pean Community covering all the 
states from the Atlantic to Po- 
land, with a common defence, a 
Franco-British nuclear force and 
a space-based European strategic 
defence against missiles. 

“Despite the removal of the 
Soviet threat, the post-cold war 
period threatens to be particular- 
ly difficult, espedally for our con- 
tinent,” Mr. Leliouche says. 

Europe must simultaneously 
manage die post-Soviet upheaval 
and the painful economic and 
political transition of Eastern 
Europe, resist the economic and 
technological grip of Japan and 
the United States and mobilise 
the necessary resources for peace 
and development in the Third i 
World. 

“The list of challenges is ex- 
traordinarily long and difficult,” 
Mr. Leliouche concludes. “We 
have no choice but to meet them 
by starting to organise our own 
continent.” 


LETTERS 

Foreigners 9 gharama: 
The way out 

To the Editor: 

There are m^y foreignera in Jordan whose legal period of stay, as 
waters or wwk-seekera, has expired for a long time. Many of 
them, especially, Asians are very much willing to leave iordan but 

can not do so since they can not pay the huge accumulated 
overstay penalty (gharama). ^ ««imuiarea 

J**f** oly *» coming soon. In keeping with 

tte gtory and spirit of ftngvmiess of this month, we apSJtSs 
Majesty’s government with his usual magnanimity andfSi™ 
the poor and distressedto declare a 

catraonesof peraonswho are staying in Jordan^gaUytol^ve 
without paying penalty feharanuri if - . 


month rfRa^dan. “ mey Joraan *>ring the 

T benefit the poor people who want to leave as wen as 
Jordan its*# smee an exodus of oufsideis wm 
population burden and more job opportunities SK bT^Slabte 
for Jonfarams. An amnesty from His Majesty 
Ktaustmt.™ cost, needed to deal with 

Parve* Ahmad, 
P.O. Box 185163, 
Amman , Jordan. 

Oops, I was going Fast 

To the Editor: 

As be could not have fbiv«Mi *h. . 
discovery, may his soul reatfo^Sce*^ “sequences of hi* 


Annas 

The Jordan Times welcomes /etterc 

pnbbeatton. however , should conta^hT' I ^ n 
preferably address as well NamS™ tbe , Wnt ^ rs f 
request and under special dnunm^J^r witbhm 
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Kef! frptn making any statc- 
^nta or tepficatioiB against 


not prefer to me 
■ Ae tetm freezing die settlements 
Srity but that 1» was seeking a 
toil to tie setttenients. 


Mr. Baker’s emphasis on a hah 
instead of a freeze seemed consis- 
tent with his reported efforts to 
secure an Israeli consent to stop 
farther growth of die settlements 
as opposed to effecting a freeze 
on all construction that is already 
underway. 

A debate over the definition of 
“freezing the settlements” was 
spliced by Mr. Obey’s argument 
that there should be “an inclusive 
suspension” that involves the 

building of housing units as well 
as of infrastructure. 

Some congressmen strongly 
object ed to a suspension of in- 
frastructure constructions, «irh 
as roads, electricity etc., but Mr. 
Baker appeared to agree with 
Mr. Obey’s definition even 
though he did not want to use the 
same terminology. 




Israel has ‘special torture squad’ 


(ContbNd Aram page 1) 

'The affidavits were /gathered by 

al- 

Some of the 


said they 

irete nnenuB*»www by five men 
who used the Arabic aliases of 
•Lutfi Noexy Zubeir, Samir and 


*Mr. Mfihi-said that when he 
!'}■ QBUtioned the Arabic nicknames 


of the investigators, his sources 
gave him the real names of the 
five. He only published their ini- 
tials Monday, saying the censor 
barred him from fully identifiying 
the men. 

The reporter said it appeared 
the squad acted with the blessing 
of its superiors who are pleased 
with the sharp increase in confes- 
sions. 




Lebanon wants to send more troops to south 

(CaatfMed from page 1) 

of the EBzboOah leader along 
with bis wife and son ‘‘unmanly,” 






nisc United ^ States and inter- 
'national Ztanan thought they 
ajaJdcnub Muslim resistance in 
Lebanon fry assassinating Musa- 
wi, being fflMware tha the golden 
era of Islam bm already dawned 
-gad Masfim combatants are de- 
tennined tucontume their strug- 
gle." ' 

* The lamaa news agency also 
'quoted the hardline Tehran daily 
<ahin as.safiisg that “the Zionist 
p- ghne assasHBated the Hizbollah 
leader, asxfictated by toe United 
Stales 


The Farsi-language daily said 
Hizbollah had been wrong to 
release toe last six of its British 
and American hostages last year, 
because the captives had acted as 
human shields against U.S. re- 
prisals on the Shiite guerrillas. 

Sal am said Sheikh Musawi's 
assassination and the Israeli 
attacks on Hizbollah had proved 
toe “effectiveness of hostage- 
taking tactics.” 

The newspaper, which reflects 
the thinking of toe most anti- 
Western elements inside the 
Tehran hierarchy, threatened 
that “perhaps toe next response 
(by Hizbollah) will be resorting to 
toe successful tactics of toe past.” 


Opposition 
hits changes 
in Algiers 

(Continued from page 1) 
and FIS militants demanding re- 
sumed elections to achieve an 
Islamic state. 

There has been no reaction 
from toe FIS, many of whose 
leaders are in jail after violence of 
last June and early this year. 

The FIS claimed Monday that 

30.000 people have been arrested 
by toe government, while a hu- 
man rights group urged the im- 
mediate release of detainees held 
in desert detention camps. 

The front said 150 people were 
killed and 700 were injured in 
violence since the new govern- 
ment seized power in January. 

The Friday Tribune, an FIS 
newsletter, on Monday published 
toe figures covering the last 30 
days. Among the detainees were 
200 fundamentalist mayors, 28 
regional assembly leaders and 109 
deputies elected in the first round 
of parliamentary voting. 

Fundameuta lists previously 
said 14,000 people were detained 
Feb. 7-14. According to the gov- 
ernment, 50 people were killed, 
200 injured and 5,000 arrested in 
the same period. 

The newsletter said 43 women 
arrested in two Algerian towns 
were among the detainees. It also 
said former soldiers were also 
“systematically detained,” but 
provided no details. 

The fundamentalists said, with- 
out providing details, that among 
the dead were seven infants 
under 18 mouths of age who were 
smothered by teargas and 
another infant shot. 

One member of Algeria’s five- 
man presidency, former Human 
Rights Minister All Haroun, said 

5.000 men were being held in 
internment camps. Hundreds 
more have been arrested and 
charged or already tried, with 
scores jailed. 

Algeria's communists, the 
avant-guard Socialist Party,’ 
termed fee government change a 
step back. It “appears to have 
been reduced to a useless and 
dangerous trade between certain 
spheres of power and the fun- 
damentalist movement,” it said. 


U.S. demand — a bombshell 


(Continued from page I) 

tin the settlements. 

“The choice is Israel's," Mr. 
Baker said. 

Mr. Baker dashed angrily with 
Representative Larry Smith, a 
Florida Democrat, a leading sup- 
porter of Israel in Congress. 

Pressed by Mr. Smith to ex- 
plain how he could adopt such a 
policy while Middle East talks 
were underway and still daim to 
be an honest broker,” Mr. Baker 
rejected toe supposition. 

“Nobody else is asking us for 
$10 billion in addition to toe $3 to 
$4 billion that we give every year 
with no strings attached,” said 
Mr. Baker, emphasising evpry 
figure to underline the size of toe 
request. 

Mr. Smith said be found Mr. 
Baker’s answer “extremely offen- 
sive.” 

Mr. Baker said: “I will deter- 
mine when I finish my answers, 
not yon.” 

Mr. Smith: “I hope that some- 
day the American public is going 
to determine whether you finish 
the answers. “Throwing his glas- 
ses on toe table, he said: “It's 
disgraceful.” 

Mr. Baker spoke a few hours 
after Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir accused Washington 
of riding with Arabs. 

Mr. Shamir said no Israeli gov- 
ernment would ever stop Jewish 
settlements in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“We cannot under any cir- 
cumstances go along with the 
principle that Jews have no right- 
to live in this or that part of toe 
land of Israel,” said Mr. Shamir, 
addressing American-Jewish 
leaders. 

Israeli Housing Minister Ariel 
Sharon said Monday he had 
started 22,000 housing units in 
the occupied territories in less 
than two yean, with another 

1,000 starts imminent. 

It was the first time Mr. Baker 
had laid out the U.S. response to 
Israel's request in public. Israel 
wants the money to help finance 
toe immigration of hundreds of 
thousands of Jewish immigrants 
from die former Soviet Union. 

It was also the first time in 
many years that the United States 


has placed political conditions on 
aid to Israel. 

“We will support the loan 
guarantees of up to $2 billion for 
five years if there is a halt or end 
to settlement activity," Mr. Bak- 
er said. 

He said he understood that 
Israel's right-wing government 
could find that difficult to accept. 

“So we’ve said we would sup- 
port the provision of loan guaran- 
tees of some lesser amount if 
there was a halt or an end to any 
new construction activity,” Mr. 
Baker said. 

“We would be willing to sup- 
port loan guarantees without re- 
quiring a halt or end to settlement 
activity with respect to perhaps to 
those units that were under con- 
struction, let's say on Jan. 1992. 

“If we were to do that we 
would want to see some sort of a 
fungibility principle applied... 
through the deduction of the 
costs of completion from the loan 
guarantees, ” Mr. Baker said. 

Mr. Baker said be included in 
his definition of settlement activ- 
ity such things as clearing land, 
building roads and sewers and the 
like — anything linked to increas- 
ing the population of Jewish set- 
tlers. 

But he also excluded from the 
construction ban any develop- 
ment undertaken for “security” 
reasons, such as a defence in- 
stallation. 

“We have a total, absolute and 
unwavering commitment to toe 
security of Israel,” he said. 

Mr. Baker said he would insist 
on leaving final discretion as to 
what constitutes settlement activ- 
ity to the Bush administration. If 
it determines new settlement 
work is going on after toe guaran- 
tees go forward, “the United 
States should have the right to 
end, terminate, suspend any pro- 
vision for absorption assistance at 
that point,” he said. 

But he said toe United States 
probably would only suspend fu- 
ture guarantees, not seek to re- 
claim money already loaned as a 
result of earlier guarantees. 

The administration also would 
determine the frequency and size 
of increments in which the 
guarantees would be offered, he 
added. 


Official silence raises questions 


iina: 


(Cniijfinbrri! from page 1) 
tthnicasdcultural groups for 

oreraVyw rs. Banning dtto- 

- bd-wold interfere with this 
tradition of tolerance. "cm 

Many ministers claim that 
tig spirit of tolerance was toe 

- bask of last Wednesday’s si- 
lent reception of the Muslim 
Bn&herhood-im dated resolu- 
tion. Echoing this attitude, 
Depqty Prime Minister 
Ihauqan Hmdawi summed 
up the session by saying, “it is 
the right of every deputy to 
vote as he sees fit and it is the 
right of the House to make 
any recommendations it 
wishes." 

. Two of tiie four ministers 
who declined to vote in sup- 
port of toe government’s 
stand are members of toe 
18-member Constitution Bloc 
in the House. The bloc was a 
strong opponent of former 
prune minister Taher Masri 
for exdwting them from his 
cabinet and observers believe 
them to be largely responsi- 
ble for his government’s de- 
mise three months ago. 

The bloc was initially a 
conglomeration of conserva- 
tive and traditional politi- 


cians, but it later included 
independent Islamists in its 
ranks to boost its power and 
influence in the House and 
secured four cabinet posi- 
tions in the government of 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, who succeeded 
Mr. Masri. 

Minister of Communica- 
tions Jamal Saraireh, a mem- 
ber of the Constitution Bloc, 
and Minister of Parliamen- 
tary Affairs Atef Butoush, a 
member of the independent 
Islamic Bloc, said their vote 
in favour of the resolution 
came in line with their “per- 
sonal conviction.” 

Minister of Justice Yousef 
Mbaideen and Minister of 
State Sultan Udwan, of the 
Constitution and National 
blocs respectively, walked 
out of the chamber five mi- 
nutes before the votes were 
cast. 

The two cabinet ministers 
were joined by seven other 
deputies who also chose not 
to cast votes either way. Most 
of the deputies who left the 
House floor to avoid voting 
were members of the 16- 
member National Bloc or the 
Constitution Bloc. 


The National Bloc also 
represents conservative poli- 
tical trends, but is considered 
more centrist than the Con- 
stitution Bloc. 

The two groups have no 
defined constituencies. - 
Analysts say that a “fluid . 
constituency” could expose 
these deputies to attacks by 
Islamists on their adherence 
— or lade of it — to the 
tenets of religious law. 

“Those who left apparently 
did so in view of toe next 
parliamentary elections. 
They did not want fee alcohol 
issue to be held against them 
either way,” said Salt Deputy 
Nsour. 

“Those who left were mak- 
ing their own political state- 
ments,” said Minister of Wa- 
ter and Irrigation Samir 
Kawar echoing Dr. Nsour’s 
conclusion. 

Some of the deputies who 
left toe chamber daim that 
their intention was not to 
avoid voting but to delay toe 
vote by default of quorum. 
“If there were less than 54 
deputies then fee vote would 
have been delayed,” noted 
one of the deputies who 
walked out. His contention 
could not be corroborated by 
other deputies' who stayed 


for the vote. 

Deputies opposed to toe 
ban on alcohol charge that 
the government “shot itself in 
the foot” by not opposing the 
House's resolution more 
vehemently and for including 
pro- ban deputies in its 
cabinet. 

“Parliament has now found 
its supporters in the govern- 
ment, while toe government 
only finds those opposed to it 
in favour of some of its poli- 
cies,” said a deputy opposed 
to the ban. 

In a strange twist, many of 
the deputies who withheld 
their confidence from the 
government of Sharif Zeid in 
December were the strongest 
opponents of the resolution 
c a llin g for a ban on alcohol. 

“It seems to me that we, 
the opposition in Parliament, 
were defending toe govern- 
ment’s policy on the issue of 
alcohol while the cabinet just 
sat there and stayed silent,” 
said leftist deputy Husni 
Shiah. 

Dr. Shiab was joined by 
Mohammad Fans Al Taraw- 
neh and Fans Nabuki, a D 
members of the leftist Demo- 


cratic Bloc, in issuing pas- 
sionate appeals to prevent 
toe passage of fee resolution. 

Many observers believe 
feat the Muslim Brother- 
hood's insistence on intro- 
ducing tiie resolution to the 
government was to score a 
political victory with their 
constituents. After haying 
failed to influence the King- 
dom’s participation in the 
Middle East peace process, 
which the Brotherhood vehe- 
mently opposes, observers 
believe, the Islamist groups 
needed to score a victory 
against the government and 
more importantly with their 
supporters. 

Veteran observers of toe 
Brotherhood noted that 
when toe group “cannot get a 
political victory they start 
picking on sensitive social 
issues." 

But all the fuss over the 
House resolution on alcohol 
seems absolutely unnecessary 
to the supporters of toe ban. 
“Why shouldn’t we want to 
ban alcohol; after all it is the 
law of the Koran,” said Am- 
man Deputy Abdul Munem 
Abu Zaut, a leading Brother- 
hood member. 


Mr. Shamir said earlier Arabs 
opposed loan guarantees because 
they wanted to halt immigration 
and wanted to establish a Palesti- 
nian state in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

“We know and understand this 
Arab approach but why and since 
when does toe United States 
identify with this Arab position,” 
Mr. Shamir told the American 
Jews.” It is difficult for us to 
accept it, and we believe that the 
United States will yet change 
their policy.” 

The extent of toe drive to settle 
Jews on occupied land was de- 
monstrated when Yitzhak Rabin, 
leader of the opposition Labour 
Party, told toe same group that 
toe broad coalition that ruled for 
more than five years before toe 
current right-wing government 
had built only 3,500 housing units 
in occupied territory. 

Mr. Rabin, hoping to unseat 
Mr. Shamir in the June national 
election, rejected a freeze on 
settlement but accused the gov- 
ernment of building in a deliber- 
ate attempt to make a peace 
agreement impossible. 

"The bulk of the money and 
the bulk of the settlements are 
not done for toe security of Israel 
but for political reasons, to make 
sure there will be such an inter- 
lock between the Palestinians in 
the territories and the Israeli set- 
tlers that no one will be able to 
solve it forever,” Mr. Rabin said. 

Mr. Rabin, a former army chief 
of staff and defence minister, 
advocated Jewish settlement be 
restricted to the “occupied areas 
around Jerusalem” and along the 
strategically important weights 
overlooking toe Jordan Valley. 

Finance Minister Yitzhak Mod- 
ai expressed optimism Monday 
that differences with toe United 
States would be worked out. 

“I don’t think we have been 
given, at this point, a clear choice 
between stopping or slowing or 
whatever toe settlements and the 
loan guarantees," Mr. Modai 
said. 

He said Israel was examining 
“additional ways” of raising 
money for immigrant absorption 
should the guarantees not be 
wrapped up in time for inclusion 
in Washington's annual foreign 
aid bill in March. 

Washington is worried that 
both sides in the peace talks will 
stall until Israeli elections are 
held June 23. 

This round of talks is tentative- 
ly scheduled to last through next 
week. 

Negotiations with Lebanon are 
strained by 10 days of artillery 
duels between Israeli troops and 
Arab guerrillas because of 
Israel’s assassination of the leader 
of Hizbollah, an Iranian-backed 
movement. 


U.N. peace-keepers 
face host of 
problems in 

Yugoslavia 


By Timothy Heritage 
Reuter 

BELGRADE — From dodging 
minefields to sleeping amid ruins, 
fee United Nations peace-keep- 
ing force destined for Yugoslavia 
faces many difficulties that put its 
success in doubt. 

Yugoslav and western military 
experts see no alternative to de- 
ploying peace-keepers to stop the 
fighting in Croatia. But they say 
the plan, adopted by the Security 
Council on Friday, is hazy and 
fraught with problems. 

“There is a real possibility that 
this plan will fail," a senior west- 
ern diplomat said in Belgrade. 

About 14,000 peace-keeping 
troops from 31 countries will ar- 
rive in Yugoslavia in the next few 
weeks after eight months of fight- 
ing between Serbs and Croats 
that has killed at least 6,000 
people in Croatia. 

Colonel John Wilson, chief of 
fee 75 U.N. military liaison offic- 
ers already in Yugoslavia, sup- 
ports the deployment but lists a 
host of difficulties troops could 
face when they start arriving in 
about two weeks. 

They include living in tents in 
devastated towns, a lack of elec- 
tricity and petrol in some areas, 
uncharted minefields, deciding 
exactly where to send troops and 
what logistical support they need. 

Other problems are the high 
costs which have angered some 
U.N. members, including the Un- 
ited States, and Croatian doubts 
about parts of the plan. 

Outright opposition to it from 
Serbs in the Krajina enclave 
south of the Zagreb has now been 
dropped and fee region's presi- 
dent, Milan Babic, has promised 
to cooperate. 

Col. Wilson says much remains 
to be worked out with the warring 
sides but that it is not unusual for 
such operations to be approved 
before all details are sorted out. 

“1 am not unduly worried (ab- 
out the dangers),'* he told repor- 
ters on Saturday. 

But he added: “Every United 
Nations peace-keeping force has 
its own inherent dangers.” 

The peace-keepers must ensure 
that the three U.N.-protected 
zones they will create are de- 
militarised and that all other 


armed forces ire withdrawn. 
They must guarantee that local 
police forces do not discriminate 
against minorities. 

" The U.N. troops will be lightly 
armed and will travel in 
armoured personnel carriers and 
helicopters. But some Yugoslavs 
wonder if that protection will 
suffice. 

"There are people who would 
like to start an incident that could 
be blamed on the other side,” 
said Milos Vasic. military com- 
mentator for fee Belgrade weekly 
Vreme. 

Diplomats say the U.N. 
approved the plan now because 
Secretary General Boutros Ghali 
was worried feat a ceasefire in 
force since January 3 could col- 
lapse at any time. 

Truce violations have increased 
in the last three weeks, particu- 
larly in eastern Croatia. 

"The U.N. is taking a calcu- 
lated political risk. A peace force 
may be the only way to end this 
war but you have to decide when 
the time is right to send it." said a 
diplomat from a country which is 
taking pan in the force. 

Croatia's ambiguous position 
remains a potential sticking 
point. The Zagreb government 
said on Friday that Croatia's laws 
must be implemented across all 
the newly independent state. 

This statement, provoked by 
fears that the U.N. presence will 
confirm Serb-led forces' territo- 
rial gains from fee fighting, con- 
tradicted the U.N.'s proposal for 
a status quo in areas seized by 
Serbs until a political solution is 
found. 

Concern over Croatia's stance 
appeared one of the reasons for a 
brief visit ro Zagreb by Germar 
Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrir^ 
Genschcr on Saturday. s * 

"Adhering to the conditi. 
.for stationing the peace-kee^*^ 
forces is a very important as c ~ l 
ment," Mr. Genscher told r 5UClts 
ters after meeting Croatian 
dent Franjo Tudjman. 

The plan has been p heir 
accepted by Serbia and Cj 0m " 
and most diplomats support 
principle. ’ “” 1 ‘ 

But diplomats in Belgrad 11 
that while many Serbian 
Croatian leaders have doubts .* 
out the plan, they have kept the . 
quiet. 


TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT 
Tender No. 3/92 — Lubricating Oils 
(For the second time) 

Jordanian - Syrian Land Transport Co. invites contractors to partici- 
pate in tender No. 3/92 for the supply of lubricating oils as per 
specifications and quantities attached with terms of tender. 

Contractors wishing to bid for tender can obtain copies of tender 
documents from the company in Jabal Al Hussein — behind Ministry 
of Health — opposite Al Fadel Ibn Abbas Mosque — Amman, Tel' 
661134 for a non-refundable fee of JD (30) thirty Jordan Dinars only; 
per a copy, bearing official documents proving their registration in' 
records of trading agents. 

Offers should be submitted not later than 1 2:00 noon (local Jordan : 
time} on Thursday, March 26th, 1992. (chalrman/Genera i Manager) 

Hlsham Asfour 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWAROtKG. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOWS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
ANO, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

TEL 604676 6L4696 
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I CROWN 

INT’L EST, 
m Packing, shipping, 
1 forwarding, storage, 
m clearing, door-to-door 
| service 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

IsiCircle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girts School 

Tifcafway binflAii 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7.-00 — Midnight 

Tet. 638968 



f 4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfur-j 
nished. 

Also many lots of land arej 
available for sale. 

For further details, please! 
call 

lAbdoun Real 


(Tel. 810605, 810609. 
-Fax: 8105 


' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
: RESTAURANT 

Mecca Sireet, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

stem 30% larger 

* Free Metal Frame 

13 x fS&m 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grind lays 

Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


DO 


ADO 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 


t=t 


real estate 
“R” 
us 


Just call NIDAL 

693037 


m 

REALTOR 



Jordan TimdP 






MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

|Oprn 11311-3:30 A ifcuh] 

Taka away Is avaBaMe 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Motel 

fTWTgfllflZZ. Amman 

Cncc Tested 
gyAkMtfsUued 




AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
UM.15M& 1&36-&36 

Tel: 03-314415 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


IIAItOTEL 

,u2<|l|ls 


r .riv 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P 0.80x9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



a 




# TeL 638212 
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Call 
Mahmoud Saudi 


■■>09 T 

UPAHlMtm 
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Winter Olympic Games are over 
— but only 2 years to the next 


ALBERTVILLE (AP) — The 
flame has gone oat on die French 
Alps' Olympics, but this time it is 
only two years to the next winter 
games. 

Both medalists and also-rans 
already are talking about trying 
again, and — in one sport, hock- 
ey — the Russian and Canadian 
coaches agree that the Soviet 
Union may be gone, but the 
_ Russian ice hockey era goes on. 

That assessment came after the 
Unified Team, successor to the 
Soviet hockey dynasty, beat 
Canada 3-1 in Sunday's contest 
for the final gold medal of the 
Albertville games. 

The contest was scoreless until 
1:01 of the final period, when 
Vlacheslav Boutsaev scored on a 
rebound off the rear boards. 
Canada later failed to score dur- 
ing a two-man advantage for one 
minute. 

The triumph left the overall 
United Team delegation — Rus- 
sia and four other former Soviet 
republics — still second in the 
overall medal standings. It trailed 
an all -German team that bene- 
fited from the products of the 
former east German sports 
machine. 

The Soviet Union had won the 
Winter Olympic medals race ev- 
ery time but two since first enter- 
ing in 1956. But since 1972, east 
Germany always had been in the 
top two. With the end of the cold 
war, athletes from the former 
west Germany joined the force. 

The Germans finished with 26 
medals, including 10 gold. The 
Unified Team had 23, Austria 21 
and Norway 20. 

But the Norwegians, already 


appearing as much at borne as 
they will be for the 1994 games in 
their city of Lillehammer, match- 
ed the Unified Team's gold out- 
put — nine. 

Trying to keep up Olympic 
interest in what used to be a 
four-year interval between 
games, the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) decided to 
shift the winter games to the year 
midway between summer games. 
Thus the unusually quick move to 
Lillehammer — before many 
athletes decide four years is too 
long to. wait to keep Olympic 
dreams alive. 

The 1992 version ended offi- 
cially in ceremonies built around 
a festival of song and dance from 
the host Savoy Alps region. 

The crowd of about 30,000 
shouted “no” when the announ- 
cer called for extinguishing the 
Olympic flame. But it flickered 
out as planned, and fireworks 
erupted. 

The most spread-out games 
ever — 13 venues in an area of 
640 square miles (1,664 square 
kilometres) — proceeded 
smoothly despite the doomsayers' 
nightmare scenario of massive 
traffic jams, snow-blocked moun- 
tain roads and stranded tourists. 

“We were blessed by good 
weather conditions. But we also 
did a lot of planning in advance. 
... It's a lot of planning and a little 
bit of tuck,” said Jean-Qaude 
Killy, co-president of the organis- 
ing committee. 

“Today, I can say that we 
succeeded m organising happy 
and successful games,” Killy said. 
“It’s an enormous satisfaction.'' 

Some competitors, notably Au- 


strian ski double gold medalist 
Petra Kronberger, complained 
* that there was no sense of Olym- 
pic camaraderie because the 
2,200 athletes from 64 countries 
were boused so far apart. 

KQly agreed that “you lose a 
little bit in the togetherness of the 
Olympic spirit.” 

Kilty, incidentally, kept a share 
of one Olympic record. Italy's 
Albeito “La Bomba” Tomba, 
trying to become the first Alpine 
skier with four Olympic golds, 
came. 28 seconds short in Satur- 
day's slalom race. Now he, Mr. 
Killy and Austria's Toni Sailer all 
have three. 

Still, Tomba made Olympic 
history by becoming the first 
Alpine skier to win the same 
event in two different Olympics, 
defending his title in giant slalom. 

Finland's 16-year-old Tony 
Nieminen became the youngest 
Winter Olympics male gold 
medalist ever when be helped his 
nation win ski jamping's team 
event. He later won the indi- 
vidual 120-metre jump gold. 

The biggest winners were cross 
country skiers. Russian Lyubov 
Egorova ended up with three 
gold and two silver medals. 
Vegard “The Viking" Ulvang 
Bjorn Daehlie each contributed 
three golds and one silver to 
Norway’s overall Viking victory 
parade. 

Speedskaters also helped pow- 
er Ihe Norwegians, as did a new 
corps of Alpine skiers including 
the man who beat Tomba — Finn 
Cartstian Jagge. 

The Norwegians improved 
from a showing of just five med- 
als, and no golds, m 1988. 


Hie amazing Austrians more 
than doubled their 1988 output of 
10 medals, including three golds. 
The usually stronger Swiss and 
Swedes tumbled to just one gold 
each. 

Asians bad their best Winter 
Games ever — including the first 
medals for South Korea and Chi- 
na. South Korea had two gold. 
Japan's total of seven, including 
one gold, matched its total win- 
nings for all previous Winter 
Ol^npics. 

There was tragedy too. A 
French soldier on Olympic patrol 
was killed in an avalance on the 
games’ opening day, on Feb. 8. 

On Sunday, Swiss and French 
athletes and officials gathered at 
the church in the Athletes' Vil- 
lage for a memorial service for 
Nicolas Bochatay. a 27-year-old 
Swiss speed skier killed Saturday 
when he crashed into a snowcat, a 
vehicle used to groom trails. 

For the next games, Tomba has 
said he'll be back. And after the 
Unified Team's gold medal hock- 
ey victory Sunday, coach Viktor 
’Rkbonov, shrugging off political 
changes at home, declared: 
“Here can be no end to the 
Russian ice hockey era.” 

Canadian coach Dave King 
agreed: “I understand their coun- 
try is going through quite a few 
changes, but their ice hockey 
represents success. I doubt very 
much it will change. I think it will 
improve." 

He had similar hopes for Cana- 
da. It has gone 40 years without a 
kockey gold. Sunday’s silver was 
its first hockey medal since a 
bronze in 1968. 


Real Madrid let off the hook by Barcelona 


LONDON (R) — Real Madrid’s 
troubled coacb Leo Beenhakker 
'ave a sigh of relief when he 
rard Barcelona had only drawn 

? missed a golden opportunity 
I raw level with his side in the 
tish League. 

ben Real slumped to their 
h defeat of the season 1-0 at 
p Sunday, Beenhakker was 
Barcelona would puli level 
^tbem at the top of the 


£ Sporting Gijon bad not read 
I ’ and stole a 1-1 draw at 
i.vriia, which left one Span- 
sports paper declaring “this 
jgue is crazy c my.” 

• v.«, w v }, a ve problems 
just nice us,” Beenhakker told 
reporters after hearing Barcelo- 
na's result. “Sporting's draw was 
a really nice surprise. I really 
did - • expect it " 

barcelona coach Johan Cruyff 
was philosophical as usual: 
“Maybe we ran too much. We 
should have won but I am happy 
because Madrid lost and we are 
within one point of them." 

In a weekend of surprises 
across Europe, Cremonese's 
equaliser against Atalanta in the 
Italian League was equally crazy. 

Two minutes into injury time 
and with Cremonese losing 1-0, 
goalkeeper Michelangelo Ram- 
pulla streaked upheld to head in a 
free-kick and become the first 
goalkeeper to score a goal from 
play in an Italian first division 
match. 

Others have scored from the 
penalty spot. 

His opposite number Fabrizio 
Ferron of Atalanta, who had no 
chance with the fiercely struck 
header, was among the first to 
congratulate Ram pull a. 

Rampulla said it was not the 
first time he had tried to get on 
the scoresheet. 


“Two years ago, against 
Piacenza, I got on the end of a 
cross but the goalkeeper saved it. 
Hus time it went well for me,” he 
said. 

Things continue to go well for 
league leaders AC Milan, who 
maintained their four-point lead 
at the top over Juventus despite 
being held to a 0-0 draw at 
Genoa. 

Juventus also drew 0-0 at Bari, 
whose point lifted them above 
Cagliari into fourth from bottom 
on goal difference. 

Argentine Gabriel Batistuta 
was hailed as a better striker than 
Marco Van Basten after his two 
goals in Fiorentina's 3-1 away win 
against AS Roma took his tally to 
11 . 


European soccer 


The Gazzetta Dello Sport said 
that if the goalscorers' chart ex- 
cluded penalties, then Batistuta's 
11 goals would take him past AC 
Milan's Dutch striker who has 17, 
of which seven came from the 
penalty spot 

The tightness of the race for 
the German championship was 
demonstrated when seven of the 
nine matches ended in low- 
scoring draws. 

VFB Stuttgart, one of only two 
teams to win, moved into second 
place after beating Scfaalke 1-0. 

Coach Christoph Da am, whose 
main aim is securing a place in 
next season’s UEFA Cup, said: 
**I am convinced the cham- 
pionship is going to remain very 
dramatic. 

'‘Goal difference could yet de- 
cide it. We have an outside 
chance.” 

With 13 matches to go they are 
only two points behind leaders 


Borussia Dortmund and level 
with defending champions 
Kaiserslautern. Ehitracht Frank- 
furt are a point further behind. 

The top of the Dutch League is 
equally close, and leaders PSV 
Eindhoven needed a goal two 
minutes from time Sunday to 
maintain their two-point lead 
over Feyenoord Rotterdam. 

After trailing to a 45th minute 
goal against lowly SVV/ 
Dordrecht *90, Wim Kieft snatch- 
ed victory for PSV with goals in 
the 63rd and 88th minutes. 

Feyenoord also made heavy 
weather of their match at 13th- 
placed FC Volendam, winning 
with a 60th minute goal from 
Romanian loan Saba a. 

Ajax’s leading goalscorer De- 
nnis Bergkamp was sent off after 
receiving his second caution in 
the last minute of their 1-0 win 
against FC Utrecht. They are six 
points behind PSV with a game in 
hand. 

Benfica lost ground on Portu- 
guese League leaders Porto after 
three players were sent off in 
their goalless home draw with 
bottom -of-the-table Torreense 
Sunday. 

Porto stretched their lead to 
three points with a 4-1 rout of 
Chaves. 


Midfielder Paulo Sousa was the 
first Benfica player to be dismis- 
sed for a foul on striker Joao 
Rosario m the 38th minute. 

Striker Cesar Brito and winger 
Antonio Pacheco followed him to 
the dressing room in the final 
minute after disputing a decision 
by referee Jorge Coroado. 

Earlier in the half, Coroado 
had disallowed a goal by Brito 
saying he had handled the ball 
before scoring. 

Porto’s victory over Chaves 
was overshadowed by an injury to 
midfielder Jaime Magalhaes. He 
was taken on hospital and 
datained for tests after a dash of' 
heads with Chaves midfielder 
Manuel Saavedra in the 30th mi- 
nute. 


Saavedra, who was sent off for 
his part in the incident, needed 15 
stitches in a gash on his forehead. 

In England, right' back Matt 
Jackson’s first-ever goal for Ever- 
ton Sunday undermined Leeds' 
hopes of overhauling English first 
division leaders Manchester Un- 
ited in the title race. 

Leeds, who had taken the lead 
through a Martin Keown own 
goal, bad to settle for a 1-1 draw. 
They trail United by three points 
and have played one game more. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Garrison beats McNeil in Oklahoma final 


OKLAHOMA CITY (R) — Top-seeded Zina Garrison needed 
two hours 20 minutes sod a dozen points in the last set tiebreaker 
to beat Lori McNeil in the final of the $150,000 Virginia Slims of 
Oklahoma tennis tournament. Garrison won the crucial tiebreak- 
er 12-10 to complete a 7-5 3-6 7-6 victory that avenged a 
straight-set loss to McNefl last week at the Virginia Slims of 
Chicago. The victory was worth $27,000 to Garrison. “The 
tiebreak could have gone either way," said Garrison, who hire 
McNeil hails rom Houston, Texas. “I was lucky, but it feels real 
good to win again." McNefl, the third seed, bad won five .of six 
meetings with Garrison. ‘Tve been working real hard and still 
have a lot of wort to do,” said Garrison, wbobad fallen to 16 in 


the rankings, down from her usual spot in the top 10. “Hte 
difference in today’s match was my serve.” 


Ivanisevic wins Stuttgart final 


STUTTGART (AP) — Seventh-seeded Goran Ivanisevic of 
Croatia served 32 aces and upset No. 2 Stefan Edberg of Sweden 
6-7 (5-7), 6-3, 6-4, 6-4 Sunday to win the $1.04 million Eurocard 
Classic Tennis Tournament Ivanisevic, ranked ninth in the 
world, dominated Edberg, finishing with five aces in the final 
game and two consecutive to finish the match. “He played very 
well ... and be served a little too good today,” Edberg said. But 
Ivanisevic, who took home 5144,000 for the win, didn't quite see 
it that way. “My record is 28 aces in two sets against (Andre) 
Agassi in Sydney last October, so this isn't good enough," he said 
with a smile. Ivanisevic, who also upset top-ranked Jim Courier in 
the quarterfinals, served 105 in his five matches during the week. 


Sampras savours another success 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — Pete Sampras savoured success once 
again at the U.S. Pro Indoor Tournament with a 6-1 7-6 2-6 7-6 
victory over Amos Mansdorf in the final Sunday that moved him 
to number three in the world. The triumph, worth $141,500, 
pushed Sampras past Germans Boris Becker and Michael Stich 
into the third spot in world r anking s, according to an ATP official. 
The final was more methodical than exciting. Sampras, who 
slammed in 21 aces, played great in the first set but had difficulty 
completing his win over the 42nd-ranked Mansdorf. 


Spaniard wins Valencia Tour 


VALENCIA, Spain (AP) — Melchor Mauri maintained his 
10-second overall lead through the final stage and won the six-day 
Tour of Valencia cycling race. Uzbekistan Djamoikfin Abdukha- 
parov won Sunday's final stage around the southeastern city of 
Valencia, completing the 62 kilometres in 1 hour, 34 minutes, 20 
seconds, just ahead of Laurent Jalabeit of France. Mauri, the 
1991 Tour of Spain winner, became die overall leader Saturday, 
winning a 14-lalometre time trial. Dutchman Eric Breukink of the 
PDM team finished second overall, three seconds ahead of Italy's 
Andrea Chiurato, cycling for Gatorade. 


Kasparov starts tournament with quick win 


LINARES, Spain (R) — World champion Garry Kasparov of 
Russia made a winning start at the 10th International Chess 
Tournament in Linares Sunday with a quick victory over Jan 
Tim man of the Netherlands. Kasparov, playing black, needed 
only 25 moves of a king's Indian defence to defeat Tunman, who 
contributed to his own downfall with a bad mistake on die 10th 
move. Former world champion Anatoly Karpov, also playing 
black, took 60 moves of a Carokan defence to overcome 
Ljubomir Ljubojevic of Yugoslavia. Karpov was better posi- 
tioned throughout the match but appeared to be heading for a 
draw until Ljubojevic made an error late in the game. Tbe 
surprise of the first round was the defeat of last year's tournament 
winner,- Vassily Ivanchuk of Ukraine, who lost to Valery Salov, a 
Russian playing under the Spanish flag. 


Sao Paulo crashes to Guarani 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Brazilian champions Sao Paulo 
suffered a shock 1-0 home defeat at the weekend to bottom-of- 
tbc- table Guarani, who had lost their first five matches of the new 
season. Midfielder Ail ton scored Guarani's goal direct from a 
corner in the second minute of injury time after Sao Paulo had 
spent nearly the entire match in the Guarani half. “What’s the 
point of attacking if we don't score?” said frustrated Sao Paulo 
coach Tele Santana afterwards. Vasco Da Gama lead the 
championship after a 4-0 win away to Atietico Mlneiro, who were 
booed off the pitch by their supporters after their fourth defeat in 
six games. Edmundo scored twice, with Bismarck and Be be to 
grabbing one goal each for Vasco, who are two points dear of 
Flamengo but have played one game more. International winger 
Renato stormed off the pitch and left the stadium without 
speaking to reporters after being substituted during Botafogo’s 
4-2 defeat by Corinthians.. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
I, TANNAH HIHSCH 

vlW TnLu«9 Mmm SannciH me 


TWO FOR THE SAME PRICE 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

> 4 8 7 6 

\ : J 

> Q4 3 

' ' * A Q J 9 6 3 

s’- WEST EAST 

k> 9 4 3 * A Q 2 

' V K 9 8 3 2 r 10 5 4 
OSK6 2 .109 7 5 

' *85 ♦ K 7 4 

SOUTH 

* K J 10 5 
? A Q 7 6 

; a j 8 

* 10 2 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

• 1 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 


the ten of clubs. All Easts held up, so 
declarer repeated the finesse. When 
that lost, dummy was effectively 

dead and the end result was down 
two. 

Ham man embarked on a differ- 
ent course that did not rely only on 
the club suit. When the jack of 


hearts won, he led a spade and^- 


Opening lead: Three of . 

Bob Homman of Dallas is the 
top-ranked American in the World 
Bridge Federation standings. In the 
semifinals of the trials to select the 
North American team for the world 
championships. Homman demon- 
strated why, after more than a quar- 
ter-century at the top, he is still 
considered one of the game's finest 
players. 

The final contract at all four ta- 
bles in the event was three no 
trump, and a heart was led at every 
one of them. When dummy’s jack 
won. three declarers came to hand 
with the ace of diamonds and ran 


nessed the tan. That held, and 
clarer used the entry to hand to lead 
a club to the jack. Since East had to 
duck. Ham man was back in dummy 
to lead another spade. East shot up 
with the ace and returned the tan of 
henna. 

After a few moments of thought, 
Hamman rose with the ace, led a 
club and. eschewing the finesse, 
took the ace and played a third 
spade from the table, picking up 
East's queen. South now had seven 
tricks— three spades, two hearts 
and two clubs. The long spade was 
cashed, then declarer carefully exit- 
ed with the queen of hearts to 
West’s king. 

West did not relish having the 
lead. There was no problem about 
cashing two more heart tricks to 
complete the defensive book, but 
that left West with nothing* but dia- 
monds. On the forced return of that 
suit into declarer's teoace, Hamman 
collected two diamond tricks and his 
contract 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY FEBRUARY 25, 1992 
By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Canon Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Use 
your ability to organise, synthesise 
and coordinate your efforts with 
others who have yet to join your 
way of doing things with theirs. 
Don’t let a single hold-oat get 
under your skin. 


extend year activities beyond their 
present scope and show you are 
dBoiinutatmg. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You would be wise to consult with 
family members what they expect 
of you so there win be a greater 
amount of accord between you and 
them. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have a good friend who is 
now willing to give you the benefit 
of his experience so you can make 
progress to gain your own personal 
desires. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 ro Novem- 
ber 21) A trip to the outdoors our 


aid you in getting what you want 
tbe most so bea 


TAURUS: (Apr. to May 20) A 
more wefl rtwnded discussion with 
those with whom you have usual 
contact wiD make it possible to 
have a greater amount of efficiency 
in the 


: available and reach 
out to take it for your betterment, 
improvement. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to Jane 21) You 
are able to get a much better 
picture of just what your financial 
situation is now and also the best 
methods and means by which it can 
be improved. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is your day to 
get into the promi s es you have 
made and the obligations facing 
you and arranging to attend to 
them in a sensible manner. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can go after what you 
want now in your own time and 
manner and be able to bring to 
yourself many benefits important 
to you. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Put away a little of that 
very objective approach and show 
more warmth ana understanding in 
your relations with associates and 
you make more satisfactory agree- 
ments. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
outride vocational activities now 
can be extended so that you have a 
greater amount of respect and 
good wifl from the general public. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You like to be involved in 
current ways of doing your tasks 
but you will find that accepted 
methods wfll now suit your pur- 
poses better. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Open up your consciousness 
not to new and improved ways to 


‘PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Now you have an unusually 
good day to let your attachment 
and other of whom you are food be 
more aware of their importance to 
you in your life. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD SAME 
■ a by Henri Arnold and Bob Lea 


lAiscramble three Jour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. ' 


LAVEE 




■•I 





VELIA 


uz 

' v 


MESTI 

K 

^ — Lv 




BLOFIE 


rrrn 



IT TAKE© seep 
TCLPO THiWT 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form tne surprise answer, as suo- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday’s j Jumbtes: TRUTH FATAL CLOVEN SUGARY 

j Answer He gets carried away by the sound of ho own 
voice, but never this— t-AR ENOUGH 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Fran Ragus 


ACROSS 
1 Annie Oakley 
5 Singer Joan * 
9 Fla. city 

14 Irritate 

15 Coupe 

10 Actor Delon 

17 Bede” 

18 Witch craft? 

20 MerSn 

22 Like some 
music 

23 Kinsman: abbr. 

24 Hooray 

25 Slam follower 
28 Was crazy about 
30 Stylish 

32 Puts on cargo 

33 Freshly 

34 React to yeast 
38 SWght ot hand 

expert 

41 Pressure 

42 Kind of palm 

43 Indian eo. 

44 Certain Hoes 

46 Poltta request 
word * 

47 Beak 

50 — Alamos 

51 Ms West ’ 

52 Breakfast dish 
54 Kind of flower 

garden 

59 Sorcery Item 
81 Egypt city 

62 007 e*. 

63 Funny Johnson 

64 Go on a — 






a 

8B 

a 

a 

a 


a 


m 

■ 

■ 


m 

■ 

m 

■ 

■ 


m 

■ 

m 

■ 

■ 


u 


a 

■ 

■ 




eimr miMM uaos Son-em. be. 
AM Highta Ramd 


65! 
excessive 
fdndness 

86 Remain 

87 Collection of 

Horse poems 


DOWN 

1 Hyde Park 
vehicle 

2 Beloved of 
Radames 

3 Metal refuse 

4 HighwrfJ traBer 

5 Coddled 

6 Perceived by the 


7 Harrow's rival 

8 Menagerie 

9 Wine expert 

10 Voice 

11 Bangor's state 

12 Units of type 
size 

13 Leg joint 

19 Lilongwe's land 
21 Highest 
posit 

24 The end 

26 Coleridge's 
"Sacred River” 

27 Venture 
28 -Theaters 
23 Breathers 

30 Tiny outs 

31 Vestige 

33 Farewell 
35 Virginia 
wtflow 

38 In order 
37 Sea flyer 

39 Metal bars 

40 Rental sign 
45 Chooses 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


oranoiQ rannoi 

nnran 

990^ OOQRrn riRnn 

raraHooonr* o nnoBn 
nnran nnnn 

999 ooinoD nnnn 

0nra nr»RE 0 n 0O00D 

_.„„nnEjrn nnnn 

SPSg SHS 00 noon 

onina oriFinn araon 


46 Conference 
between 
enemies 

47 Wanderer 

48 Insect stage 
49Produoe 

51 VaMtia's land 


53 Limit mark 

54 t$gh*sptrited 
55Ptmtadel — 

56 Regretted 

57 Peruse 

58 Pound the poet 
..60 — de deux 


6 


0 


V 
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Financial" 

.Eof Y ' » a^peraKton vnth 

$SarK Cairo Amman Bank 


*• Khtfcacs 


Cnrnscx -• 

Cfcae 

D-r 27/Z/7992 

Tokyo 

Ctaat 

lw* IW! 1991 

Sjerftas.Ptopd 



OeriftbrMjrt 

l.6&g 

1.6616 

Swiss ftw 

J.5015 

1.5050 

Fiiodi feme 

S.6Z75 


jajaMst ..Yen 

82 P 1 

— 

foropeaa Ci my IMi 




* USB-M-Sn; - 
^ - Opri-cftlM 


cvrr 




24 / 2/1992 


Carrway _ 

l MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

rHhA'ijq 

u&poh*: - 

4.18 

HE 

■f.57 

4.81 


10.18 

10.12 

10.06 

10.03 


9.M 

9.50 

9.37 

■HR 


7.43 

■29 

7.37 


Enoch franc . . . 

9.57 

9.87 

9.75 

9 .68 

Japanese Yin 

5.3/ 

5.06 

■1.75 


Empcaa Currency Hah 

9.93 

9.Q3 

9.93 

9.81 

UOTtnA hr ** nnnli^ L'-A. k An l.toejMor cqamfcm. 

****** B»e«-. 24/2/1991 



GoU 


350.65 


6.75 


Sflwer 


4.// 


CantnA Btak of Jordan E ndi ai no o Rate Bulletin 
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is 


Currency • 

Bid 

Offer 

US. DoBar 

0.6S2Q 

0.6840 

Stcrfiag Poond 

1.1863 

1.1922 

DcalsdK Mark 

0.4114 

0.4135 

Swfcs foot - 

0.1210 

0.1216 

Fraach Fkaac. 

0.1208 

0.1214 

Japanese Vw* 

0.5270 

0.5296 

Dafth GaWer - 

0.3648 

0.3666 

SwhU Krona 

0.1135 

0.1139 

Uafiaa Lira* 

0.0547 

0.0550 

Bdj^aa Frthe 

0.02005 

0.02015 

■ hr HI ,! 

OdMf CanwkfM non: 24(2/1992 

Comacy 

Bid 

Offer 

BohruUDioor 

1.7800 

1.7860 

Lebanese Ura* 

«.W?5 

0.0745 

SradS B^al ' - 

0.1816 

0.1826 

jmvMdr. . .. ! r; 

- 

- 


0.1848 

0.1856 

Egrphan Poond 

0.2020 

0.2150 

Cknud Riyai 

1.7450 

1.7540 

IMUE Dirham 

0.1848 

0.1856 

Greek Drachma ' 

0.3550 

0.3600 

Cjpriot Pound 

1.3200 

1.4750 

CM huBw for AnuaAn Financial Markat 

Index 

« - ?. mCUoa* 

13.2.1991 Close 

Ad-Share 

i3i.« 

138.82 

BanlUag Sector 

110.36 

110.20 

Innrance Sector 

138.07 

137.66 

ladustrj Sector 

184.55 

181.35 

Servfces Sector 

155.27 

155.26 


Dumber II. I WO » IDS 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 




'n 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leafing world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday- 

One Sterling 
One U.S, dollar 


1.7360/70 

U.S. dollar 

1.1870/75 

Canadian dollar 

1.6600/10 

Dentscbemarks 

1.8685/95 

Dutch guilders 

1.5042/52 

Swiss francs 

34.14/18 

Belgian francs 

5.6510/60 

French francs 

1245/1247 

Italian lire 

129.40/50 

Japanese yen 

6.0160/0210 

Swedish crowns 

6.5025/75 

Norwegian crowns 

6.4350/4400 

Danish crowns 

349.20/349.70 

U-S. dollars 


Indian government 


heads into storm 
over economic reform 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
minority government headed into 
a storm of opposition protest 
Monday as it pledged to slash 
spending, overhaul stale- run in- 
dustry and make friends in the 
long-distrusted West. 

Left-leaning parties boycotted 
parliament and hecklers drowned 
out President Ramaswamy Venk- 
ataraman as he outlined govern- 
ment policy at the start of a 
crucial session meant to entrench 
radical economic reforms through 
a tough budget, due Saturday. 

“Changes have been made in 
industrial, fiscal and trade poli- 
cies.” the president said of Mr. 
Rao's decision last year, forced 
by crisis over the country’s $71 
billion foreign debt, to slash red 
tape, devalue the rupee and cut 
state spending. 

“This process of change will 
continue and will have to be 
extended to other important sec- 
tors of the economy,” he said. 

The statement made plain 
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao is 
intent on ditching both traditional 
hostility to the United States and 
the ideals of socialist self- 
sufficiency which India has pur- 
sued since independence from 
Britain in 1947. 

“The values of democracy, in- 
dividual liberty and respect for 
human rights which we share with 
the U.S. provide a strong basis 
for dose cooperation between the 
two largest democracies in the 
world," the president said. 

“We look forward to a long- 
term and mutually rewarding eco- 
nomic partnership,” be added, 
floating a four-decade-old 
stereotype of Washington as a 
purveyor of economic imperial- 
ism and dirty intelligence tricks. 

The debt crisis has combined 
with the collapse of India's for- 
mer ally, die Soviet Union, to 
force the wooing of foreign inves- 
tors and hard-currency trading 
partners. 

But the president reiterated 
opposition to U.S.-backed sug- 
gestions that India should re- 
nounce any nuclear weapon op- 
tion through a regional agree- 
ment including neighbouring 
Pakistan, which has fought three 
wars with India since independ- 
ence. 


Diplomats say. both countries 
are threshold nuclear powers. 
Both insist their nuclear program- 
mes are for peaceful purposes. 

The address committed Mr. 
Rao to reforms which persuaded 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) to loan India 54 billion last 
year and which offer both opposi- 
tion groups — the Hindu right 
and their arch foes on the left — 
plenty of scope for populist pro- 
test. 

A far-right Hindu nationalist 
and two dissident left-wingers de- 
fying their party’s boycott, cre- 
ated uproar Monday as they yel- 
led opposition against rising 
prices and plans to slim down or 
dose unprofitable public sector 
industries. 

The unusually vehement pro- 
tests broke out as the president 
said the only way to curb infla- 
tion, running around 12 per cent, 
was to rein in the fiscal deficit, 
the true measure of how much 
the government is borrowing to 
meet its spending needs. 

Then the hecklers howled dis- 
belief at his pledge to retrain and 
redeploy workers whose public 
sector jobs may be scrapped. 

Mr. Rao was already sought to 
slash the fiscal defidt, nearly nine 
per cent of gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) when he took office 
last Jane, and has pledged to 
bring it down to five per cent in 
the year beginning April 2. 

Most analysts believe opposi- 
tion parties are not yet ready to 
force another election and risk 
inheriting tough economic 
choices, bat Mr. Rao faces a 
tense wait for the budget vote, 
which could come any time dur- 
ing the two-month session. 

Mr. Rao’s Congress Party, 
which scraped into office last year- 
after its leader and former prime 
minister Rajiv Gandhi was assas- 
sinated during India’s most 
traumatic general election, has 
topped up its strength in by- 
elections and delayed polls. 

It remains 25 votes short of a 
majority among the 534 current 
members of the 545-seat Lok 
Sabha (Lower House). Mr. Rao 
would have to rally all his poten- 
tial allies among small regional 
parties and independents if the 
opposition united., against the. 
budget. . 


Lebanon 
devalues 
lira by 
13 % 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's cen- 
tral bank permitted an effective 
devaluation of the Lebanese lira 
of 13.7 per cent Monday when it 
dosed at 1,000 to the dollar after 
a three-day market suspension. 

Bankers said inter-market 
activity was virtually normal 
Monday with demand for the 
dollar slightly exceeding supply. 

The centra] bank quoted the 
closing rate of the lira at 1,000 to 
the dollar Monday, 13.7 per cent 
up from its dose of 879 to the 
dollar on the last day of trading 
last Wednesday. 

Foreign exchange dealing was 
suspended due to market uncer- 
tainty when the central bank 
announced it was suspending in- 
tervention in the market to allow 
the lira to float against the dollar 
and other currencies. 

“Unlike expectations, there 
was no panic. There was normal 
market activity. Demand was a 
bit more than the supply but this 
had tittle impact, H said a senior bank- 
er after Monday's close. 

The central bank Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday quoted the 
closing rate of the lira at 879 to 
the dollar, but said the rate was 
“for information'’ as dealers were 
reluctant to trade due to the 
confusion. 

Central bank intervention In 
the past year by selling or buying 
dollars succeeded in stabilising 
the lira at 879 to the dollar by 
late November. 

Inflationary pressures steadily 
grew with a 120 per cent salary 
hike for civil servants in January, 
expectations of a huge budget 
defidt and lack of substantial 
foreign finandal aid. 

Bankers said the central bank’s 
hard currency reserves dropped 
from S1.25 billion to about S800 
million as the bank had to dig 
deep to protect the lira. 

They said central bank officials 
were alarmed by the drop in 
reserves primarily caused by re- 
peated intervention in the ex- 
change market, and. therefore de- 
cided a K&t to the practice. 


China to raise grain prices to boost production 


BEUING (AP) — China has 
announced that it will boost the 
state purchase price for corn and 
rice, to encourage more grain 
production to feed the nation’s 
growing population. 

The official Xinhua news agen- 
cy said the higher prices approved 
by the state council, China's 
cabinet, will take effect with this 
year’s harvest. The report did not 
say what the new prices would be. 

The state council increased the 
purchase price for wheat last 
October, Xinhua said. 


Most of the China's grain is 
sold to the state under contracts, 
that farmers individually sign 
each spring. After fulfilling their 
contract obligations, fanners can 
sell anything they produce over 
that on the small free market. 

Usually free market prices are 
higher than the state price. But a 
bumbper harvest in 1990 caused 
free- market prices to foil, which 
discouraged grain production last 
year. 

Severe flooding last year re- 
sulted in the loss of more than 25 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Stocks surrendered most of Friday's gains on 
index-linked selling and profit-taking. Brokers said a weaker yen 
also hit sentiment. The Nikkei average lost down 318.57 points to 
20,973.24. 

SYDNEY — The market closed at its high after a shaky start. The 
All Ordinaries Index dosed S.5 points up at 1627.0, its highest for 
over a month. 

HONG KONG — Share prices ended easier on blue chip profit 
taking but selective demand was seen for second liners. The Hang 
Seng ended 20.85 down at 4,715.62. 

SINGAPORE — Shares prices eased over a broad front although 
late bargain hunting helped the market dose off the day's lows. 
The STI ended at 1,515.01 down 4.04. 

LONDON — The FTSE index gained 17.4 to 2,559.7 despite 
disappointment that the Bank of England had not lowered 
interest rates. 

NEW YORK — The market showed little reaction to a General 
Motors restructuring plan. At 1647 GMT the Dow Jones 
Industrials were down 5.28 to 3 . 274 . 37 . 



CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


^Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 




Kim Basinger 

TOO HOT 
TO HANDLE 

Shows: 3:30. 6:15. 6:30, 10:30 
p.m. 


Sylvester Stallone... in 

ROCKY V 

Shows: 1230. 330, 6:15, 830, 1030 

Special shows for children on Thursdays 
and Fridays at 11:30 a.m. 

SPIDER MAN 


y Tel: 03371 

/ Mabil A 1 M ashini Theatre 




r Gnema 


today and everyday 

‘ZAMAN AL SHAKLABAH” 
(Sommersault Time) play 




Continues Its shows 

steering : “Abu Awwad neighbourhood family 
at 0 p.m. everyday 
ticket office open daily 


RAINBOW 


Noor Al Sharif 
in 

Naji Al AEi 

Arabic 

Shows: 330. 630, 8:30. 1030 p.m. 



billion kilogrammes of grain in 
China, dealing another blow to 
the country's efforts to increase 
grain output each year. 

The grain losses from flooding 
prompted the central government 
to urge people to consume grain 
sparingly, reflecting growing con- 
cerns that China is losing the 
struggle to produce enough food 
for its population of 1.1 billion. 

China's grain harvest last year 
was expected to total 415 million 
to 425 million tonnes down from 
die record harvest of 435 million 
tonnes in 1990. 

China expects to have 1-25 
MTOon people by the end of this 
decade, and officials say 500 mil- 
lion to 520 million tonnes of grain 
will be needed each year to feed 
the population. 


Egypt 
freezes 
investment 
in public 
sector 


ISMAHJA. Egypt (R) — Egypt 
has stopped investing in new pub- 
lic enterprises to concentrate on 
restructuring its debt-burdened 
state sector, a senior offidal said 
Sunday. 

The executive director of the 
General Investment Authority 
(GIAJ, Mohieddin Gharib, told a 
public meeting President Hosni 
Mubarak had rejected any new 
investment by the state in econo- 
mic projects when chairing a GIA 
meeting last month. 

Mr. Gharib told students at 
Suez Canal University that 
“Mubarak refused entry or parti- 
cipation by the public sector in 
any new investment projects, 
stressing that the public sector... 
should scale down its activities.” 

Egypt is due to name new 
managers this mouth to oversee 
the reform or privatisation of 
hundreds of companies in the 
public sector as pail of economic 
reforms agreed with the Interna- 
tiona] Monetary Fund. 

Hie Jan. 28 meeting approved 
107 projects involving a total 
investment of about 4.20 billion 
Egyptian pounds ($1.27 billion). 

Mr. Gharib said ceilings on 
foreign investment had been re- 
moved and all import restrictions 
would be lifted within 18 months. 


Gulf Arab states 
urged to tax shared 
water supply 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — Gnlf. 
Arab states should tax water used 
for agriculture to help conserve 
rapidly diminishing shared reser- 
voirs which are a potential cause 
of future conflict, U.N. environ- 
ment experts said Monday. 

Mostapha Toiba. executive 
director of the United Nations 
Environment Programme 
(UNEP) said in a paper pre- 
sented to a conference in Bahrain 
raising water prices would also 
help cut down wasteful irrigation 
methods that were ruining the 
soil. 

“This region has a number of 
water sources... that are shared 
between two or more countries- 
With water in such short supply 
and with demand growing, those 
shared resources are a potential 
source of conflict,” Mt. Toiba 
said. 

“Conservation is the only op- 
tion which offers any hope for the 
future,” he said in a paper read to 
several hundred environmental 
experts by his deputy, William 
Mansfield. 

Western analysts say countries 
within the six-member Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
have the highest per capita rate of 
water consumption in the world, 
mainly because of their agricul- 
ture programmes. 

Most of the drinking water in 
GCC members Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Oman and 
the United Arab Emirates comes 
from Gulf desalination plants 
while underground reservoirs cal- 
led aquifers provide the bulk of 
water used for agriculture. 

Tap water is subsidised in all 
GCC states while water pumped 
from wells drilled by fanners is 
normally free. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's third 
largest exporter of wheat, is bv 
far the biggest water consumer 


Israeli arms 
Maxwell’s Maarlv 


T 


is 


TEL AYTV (R) — Israeli arms 
dealer Yaacov Nimrodi is buying 
the late Robert Maxwell's Israeli 
newspaper Maariv after beating 
off ■ competition from Canadian 
«press magnate Conrad Black, 
Maxwell representatives said 
Monday. 

Israeli press reports said Mr. 
Nimrodi would pay $14.5 million 
for Maariv and its subsidiaries, 
which include a record and video 
company, a printing house and 
cable television. 

Mr. Nimrodi was a central fi- 
gure in the initial stages of the 
1986 Iran-Contra affair, in which 
U.S. arms were sold to Iran in 
exchange for the release of West- 
ern hostages. 

Mr. Nimrodi, majority share- 
holder in the publicly traded 
Israel Land Development Com- 
pany, signed an accord to buy 87 
per cent of Maariv Modiin Pub- 
lishing House Ltd from Arthur 
Anderson, the administrators of 
Maxwell assets in Israel. Maxwell 
died at sea last November and bis 
publishing empire has since col- 
lapsed. 

“The Israel Land Development 
Corporation, a public company 
owned by the Nimrodi family, 
will buy about 87 per cent of the 
Maariv shares from the adminis- 


trators of the Maxwell Com- 
pany," Talia Aharoni, repre- 
sentative for Arthur Anderson, 
told Reuters. 

She declined to reveal the 
price. "•*' 

The other major bidder for 
Maariv was Mr. Black's Canada- 
based Hollinger Inc. owner of 
Britain’s Daily Telegraph, the 
Jerusalem Post and Australia's 
Fairfax Newspaper Group. 

Mr. Aharoni said the remain- 
ing Maariv shares were controlled 
by Maariv managing director Shi- 
mon Hefetz, who has eight per 
cent, and chief editor Dov Jud- 
kovsky. who holds five per cent. 

The press reports said Mr. 
Nimrodi was expected to make 
big investments to eliminate 
Maariv's debts, estimated at £45 
million. 

The Israel Land Development 
Company owns real estate, hotel: 
and insurance firms in Israel 
among other business. It -.vis 
once part of Israel’s quasi- 
govemmental Jewish Agency, 
which brings immigrants to the 
Jewish state. 

Mr. Nimrodi has openly said in 
newspaper interviews that he was 
involved in arms deals between 
Iran and the United States. Israel 
and other Middle East countries. 


Ukraine 
civilised 
on new 


BRUSSELS (R) — Senior offi- 
cials from the Ukraine and Russia 
have agreed on a draft set of 
civilised rules to limit the econo- 
mic damage which could be 
caused by die introduction of a 
separate Ukrainian currency later 
this year. 

Volodymir Hrynov, the deputy 
president of the Ukrainian Parlia- 
ment. and Vladimir Sbumciko, 
the deputy chairman of the Rus- 
sian Parliament, told a news con- 
ference that the proposed “code- 
of conduct" was not a formal 
agreement but would be put to 
their respective governments. 

"We have no doubt at all that 
this communique will be taken 
and adopted in the framework of 
the introduction of our own cur- 
rency," Mr. Hrynov said. 

“I am Sure that it can be signed 
officially,'' added Mr. Shumeiko. 

The Ukraine has said it will 
break away from the rouble with 
its own currency sometime during 
1992, raising fears that ties be- 
tween the two states will descend 
further into chaos. 

Western experts have been 
prodding the two sides at a series 
of conferences m Europe over the 
last few months to the least agree 
some basic rules to prevent a total 
breakdown of ties. 

Representatives of II former 
Soviet republics and six interna- . 
tional organisations including the 
International Monetary Fund 
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and spent a total of £3.a billion in 
agriculture subsidies to its wheat 
farmers in the last financial year, 
analysts say. 

Mr. Toiba said almost all ;be 
aquifers which ere being tapped 
by Gulf farmers were being de- 
pleted fester than they could be 
naturally replenished. Ground- 
water supplies were also becom- 
ing more brackish because of the 
excessive drawing rate. 

Regional experts say ground- 
water levels are also dropping in 
most Gulf star-s as a result' e: 
over use. 

Mr. Toiba said increasing the 
amount of water supplied 
through desalination was r.?t a 
real option for the region because 
the economic and the ecological 
cost was prohibitive. 

"Water here is z valuable com- 
modity and if people are asked to 
pay a fair market price for it. .hen 
not only will distortions in the 
economy be reduced but the ecol- 
ogy of the region will be put onto 
a more sustainable footing." Mr. 
Toiba said. 

“By pricing water well below 
market value, many countri 
encourage water waste, unc the 
desalinisation of so:!-.: that follow* 
excessive fresh water use in 
of high evaporation." he added. 

Mr. Toiba also urged a tax «.«n 
water used as coolants in the 
region's industries. 

Adel Orabi. UNEP director tor 
West Asia, told Reuters the I’.N. 
body had intended to launch a 
study of the main Dammam 
aquifer used by all six GCC states 
several years ago but was forced 
to drop the plan after objections 
by same governments. 

He gave no fume: de'cilv 
aquifer management programme 
W 2 s being planned instead, pend- 
ing approval from the GCC 
states, he said. 




i 


■KUWAIT fR! — Residents of 
r Kuwait are buying foreign cur- 
ire itcy ,-.;:d transferring it to safer 
i havens abroad in unusually large 
■ and increasing quantities, the 
»t..\urc.er si' the central bank said. 
1 ' Go-.vfnor S:.!en Abdul Aw 
•Al A: told a meeting 

! Sur ,’v eriing the outflow of 

• CL-iitu 1 -tjfie- l.'.si \car and had 
: g-i'hcivo p-c-* ; nee the beginning 
:of Sc-vcmher. 

: "Tr..- cap :u! flight which has 

; begun i> c us nnd we feel 

>i: •" r-. - : L- rc-m*.cl outflow. Funds 
b;-.\c occur, moving in a manner 
. n::f. rieosing." he said. 

: S!:et :!• 5: gave no figures 

bui daily rise in the 

1 ->jrcn. e; Mre.gn currency cash 

... u - -a :'n a *aour.ts that 
i arc M't .” 

! Tr.c ■iO'.vr.ior said c.e was baf- 
I :: cc. trie out I given that 

; ec-:< vonditlow :n Kuwait 

• "Ae:c fa i ’.•urtiC'I’C arte, that the 
ivY’u !:-d security pacts with 

ter:, countries. 

Tl.= rentral bunk, which re-.- 
■pvt ."a restrictions ei: foreign 
cisrrer.O’- tsvr.-fj:; in August, had 
! i>!tcf er.vo ir. the market to sup- 
] p/rt '.ha dir nr. he added. 

A t. - •: possible reasons. 
S!:e.-.-’ ~ ^ J 2:1 imminent 

O’ -err.. .u! of .he bruiting system 
ttrr-j government plans in buy 
dov. r: tic aabis^vcnh about 

.. ii-.v • ; 

" •: v :v.-j hr r nr on the 
p_r: 0 :' :ro .i.f.’-v . ■ go abroad to 
V-.p v: . .state- ' : pro mini tics. 

: >■■.:. 1 added that 
:re I i : v fi-.-.vn currency cash 
•i.’ith.rr-.’ ’-I-: raised some doubts 
fbci.-.t •'t ver tors' intentions. 

Some could be depositors mev- 
each :<? avoid meeting their 
ob! fear ions :o the indebted com- 
mercial bart'ts. bankers said. 

TV.e cabinet approved the debt- 
buying plan ir. December but the 
pr.ait’ily ejected National Council 
and economists have criticised the 
sche:,v; on the grounds that it 
puts too much strain on the treas- 
ury. 

The critics argue that the esti- 
mated 6,003 debtors have hidden 
assets outside Kuwait and would 
pay if taken to court. 

-ne central bank says writing 
off tile bad debts is vital to saving 
the commercial banks and stimu- 
lating :he economy, which is still 
recovering from seven months of 
occupation. 

"if this problem ss not solved 
Kuwait wii! truly face an econo- 
mic c,i:;.siropiie... many deposi- 
tors would face bankruptcy as a 
result the bankruptcy of the 
b:.nl:s*." Sheikh Salem said last 
month. 
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(IMF) attended one such confer- 
ence in Brussels. 

They discussed codes of conduct for 
currency and trade relations and 
ways to bring the money situation 
in the former Soviet Union under 
control. 

After a bilateral meeting be- 
tween the delegations from the 
Ukraine and Russia, they issued a 
joint statement in which Russia 
agreed that any sovereign state of 
the former Soviet Union had the 
right to introduce its own curren- 
cy. 

In return, the Ukrainians 
agreed that they would inform 
other members of the rouble zone 
of the general outline of their new 
cun-ency plan, provided that the 
exact date and rate of exchange 
would be confidential. 

The Ukrainians also said thev 
would send back to the Russian 
central bank any roubles col- 
lected and that they would try to 
limit the damage to the assets of 
citizens of other states of the 
former Soviet Union resulting 
from the new currency. 




~ c£.erir*g 

i £ ITTRGiT ' Ilf — Chrysler Corp. 
! rar. completed an *862.5 million 
[ stock offering, raising cosh badly 
j needed to dc^e-op new cars and 
| :-.. .dv* raise 1 is plants. 

I The atoel: saie puts the car 
I company on sauna financial foot- 
! ire ‘or the ne:;: year or two. 
j analyses sale. beyond that, 
i Cr.ryrser's survival as an indepen- 
I der.; company Is widely seen to 
i depend on the success of its 
| nsv.-cit rtocieii and a turnaround 
[ ir. tlir depressed auto market. 

| The successful sale of the pre- 
| f erred shares, which can be con- 
! verted into common stock, raised 
| more ih;>n twice Chrysler'? initial 
i target o r ' J400 million. It spurred 
I raJ ing agency Standard Poors 
1 Corp. iS.F.j to upgrade the car 
1 outlook to stable from 

j r.e g£tr.e. 

- i ~ :c r 9*" ,£, ' er s finandal 
j iientbifttv rrtoitid be adequate for 
j ^ lea5t or:c is v<o years, but it 
1 warned tha: :he company's 
. ’‘iteptive cas>. ;:ovv” this year 
would leave i. p.'irly prepared to 
mec. challenges thereafter. 

R«>na!d Ginr.tr. an analyst with 
Dear, fitter Reynolds Inc., 
noted- that Ciirysler's finance 
snn, Chrysler Financial Corp., 
has S3. 7 biiiion of debt coming 
due rhts year anti $7.5 billion in 
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s World News 


lid Commonwealth soldier killed 
in Azeri shelling of Karabakh 

Velayati to start mediation tour 


JORDAN TIMES. TUESDAY, FEBRUARY ZS, BB, 


MOSCOW (R) — Servicemen of 
a Commonwealth regiment in 
Nagorno-Karabakh protested to 
their commanders Monday after 
a second soldier died from 
wounds inflicted by Azeri shell- 
ing, ITAR-TASS News Agency 
said. 

The 366 Motorised Rifle Divi- 
sion. deployed in Stepanakert, 
capital of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
came under Are from the Azeri 
stronghold of Shusha Sunday. 

Ten soldiers were wounded, 
and one died instantly, TASS 
said. The other died later and two 
more were “on the verge of 
death." 

Six local citizens were killed 
separately and 35 wounded Sun- 
day when 145 Azeri rockets hit 
mainly Armenian-populated Ste- 
panakert. the agency said. 

It quoted a local police spokes- 
man as saying men of the 366 
regiment had protested over the 
deaths, implying they wanted the 
right to shoot back when under 
fire. 

“The men of the regiment have 
openly expressed dissatisfaction 
at the actions of their comman- 
ders, who observe neutrality 
when Azeri units fire not only at 
the local population but at ser- 
vicemen taking no part in the 
conflict.” TASS quoted the 
spokesman as saying. 

The report followed a formal 
protest to Azerbaijan Sunday by 
the Commonwealth's Trans- 
caucasian Command. 


Troops of the former Soviet 
army have vowed to stay out of 
regional conflicts but comman- 
ders and politicians on all sides 
worry they could be drawn into 
ethnic warfare. 

Azerbaijan and Armenia, both 
members of the Commonwealth 

of Independent States, are locked 
in a bloody feud over Karabakh, 
a predominantly Armenian en- 
clave administered by Azerbai- 
jan. 

More than 1.000 people have 
died in four years of fighting. 

Each side accuses tire CIS 
command of taking part in the 
conflict or proriding weapons and 
support to the other. CIS com- 
manders deny the charges. 

Meanwhile Marshal Yevgeny 
Shaposhnikov, armed forces 
commander of the Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
(CIS), has said the former Soviet 
army was under control and dis- 
missed suggestions there might be 
a coup. 

In a television interview, 
broadcast after a day of hardline 
Communist protests on Armed 
Forces Day, he said it was not for 
the military to take political deri- 
sions. 

“Those who think that way- 
should understand that we now 
live in another world,” Marshal 
Shaposhnikov said. 

Asked if he excluded the possi- 
bility of a coup, he replied: 
“According to the information at 
my disposal, the situation in the 


army is under control.” 

Marshal Shaposhnikov added: 
"The situation is more compli- 
cated, and I want to say this 
bluntly on television, in the 
Transcaucasian area. 

“When Azerbaijan declared it 
was forming its own army, many 
(former Soviet) officers could not 
understand thus. Probably, they 
will not show any desire to serve 
in that army inasmuch as it smells 
strongly of the danger they could 
be used... in inter-ethnic con- 
flicts.” 

Azerbaijan, along with 
Ukraine and Moldova, declared 
at a recent CIS summit that it 
would not join any joint Com- 
monwealth forces but would form 
its own army. 

A separate development, Ira- 
nian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati was expected to leave 
for Azerbaijan and Armenia 
Monday to mediate in their 
bloody dispute over Nagorno- 
Karabakh, Tehran Radio re- 
ported. 

Mr. Velayati's mission follows 
warnings of full-scale war in 
Transcaucasia where fighting 
started again in Karabakh despite 
a ceasefire declared Thursday af- 
ter Moscow’s mediation. 

Iran last week offered to medi- 
ate in the conflict between its two 
newly independent neighbours 
which has killed more than 1 .000 
people since 1988. 

"Mr. Velayati... will travel to 
Azerbaijan and Armenia today 


Opposition triumphs in Bucharest polls 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania's 
centrist opposition changed 
Bucharest's political landscape in 
weekend local elections by rest- 
ling key constituencies from the 
ruling party, unofficial results 
showed Monday. 

City officials said 14-party 
Democratic Convention (DC) 
had captured at least five of the 
capital’s six sectors, winning 
more than 55 per cent of votes 
compared to an average of 43 per 


cent by the ruling National Salva- 
tion Front (NSF). 

The DC victory marked the 
most dramatic political shift in 
Bucharest since the NSF. headed 
by former Communists, won a 
two-third majority in national 
elections in May 1990. 

"This is the moment when one- 
party domination of Romania’s 
political life has ceased,” DC 
leader Radu Campeanu told Reu- 
ters. 


NATO chief discusses 
arms control in Moscow 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — NATO of cooperation.” 
Secretary-General Manfred Mr. Kozyrev said preparation 
Woemer, on bis first visit to the for a summit meeting in the 
new Commonwealth of Indepen- framework of the NATO Coop- 
dent States, met Russian Foreign eration Council was discussed 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev Mon- during the meeting. The meeting 
day to discuss cooperation with was set to be held in Brussels on 
the alliance, news agencies said. March 10. 

The two-hour meeting covered NATO founded the council last 
a wide range of topics, including December to strengthen political 
arms controls, the non- and military links among the 
proliferation of nuclear weapons, countries of Central and Eastern 
European problems and the so- Europe. 

called “brain-drain” of Soviet sri- Mr. Woemer was scheduled to 
entists. meet with Russian President 

The ITAR-TASS News Agen- Boris Yeltsin Tuesday, a delega- 
cy quoted Mr. Kozyrev as saying tion official said. 

Russia was not seeking immedi- During a Sunday stopover in 
ate entry into the North Atlantic the Ukrainian capital of Kiev, 
Treaty Organisation (NATO). Mr. Woemer said Russia and the 
For now. he said, the Russian other members of the Common- 
Foreign Ministry "will be work- wealth eventually will be invited 
ing to create specific mechanisms to join the Cooperation Council. 


Busli trounces Buchanan 
in Maine but has setback 

PORTLAND. Maine (R) — conceded they could not win in 
President George Bush trounced Maine and concentrated instead 
Republican challenger Patrick on Tuesday’s primary in South 
Buchanan in the Maine caucus, Dakota. 

but his success was overshadowed Speaking after the Democratic 
by a poll showing most Amer- candidates' debate in South 
icans doubt he will be re-elected. Dakota, Mr. Tsongas said the 
Democratic front-runner Paul Maine results "suggest that 
Tsongas kept his presidential we're all going to be here for a 
hopes alive. while.” 

But with six per cent of the Mr. Brown called the Maine 

vote in Maine left to be tabulated voting “a response to the fact that 

he was only fractionally ahead of regular Americans have lost pow- 
outsider Jerry Brown who reaped er to corruption, careerism and 
the reward of a rigorous cam- campaign consultants.” 
paign. “It’s very hard to respond to a 

Mr. Bush, weakened largely by sytem that builds obscene war 

a stagnant economy, badly chests in political campaigns and 

needed a heavy win in the Maine continues politics as business as 
caucus to re-assert the validity of usual,” he added, 
his quest for a second-tour-year At stake in the caucuses were 
term in the Nov. 3 presidential only 0.5 per cent of the delegates 
election. fo the Democratic presidential 

Mr. Buchanan, a right-wing nominating convention and one 
newspaper columnist ana teleri- per cent of the Republican dele- 
sion commentator, badly jolted gates. 

the White House by taking 37 per Only Mr. Brown campaigned 
cent of the Republican vote in the rigorously in Maine, whose vo- 
New Hampshire primary. ters are among the Democratic 

In Maine. Mr. Bush flattened Party’s most liberal. 

Mr. Buchanan, taking more than But even as campaign aides 
90 per cent of the vote. said Mr. Brown’s showing made 

But the edge was taken off the him a "real” candidate, they con- 
victory by a Newsweek poll that ceded that he needed to win a 
found only 44 per cent of Amer- state soon and could not point to 
icans think Mr. Bush is very likely where that might be. 
to be re-elected. Democratic candidates were 

On the Democratic side. Mr. already looking beyond Maine 
Tsongas, a former U.S. senator even before the results were in. 
from Massachusetts, had 29.7 per Eleven states, about half in (he 

cent to the 29.3 per cent of Mr. south, hold votes March 10. 
Brown, a former California gov- known as "super Tuesday.” 
emor. The south is crucial to Mr. 

Arkansas Governor Bill Clin- Clinton, who must do well in his 
ton was third with 15.3 per cent, native region, and to Mr. Bush, 
with 15.6 per cent uncommitted, since Mr. Buchanan has targeted 
Iowa Senator Tom Harkin got 5.2 Georgia. Mississippi, Louisiana 
per cent and Nebraska Senator and Oklahoma as states he means 
Bob Kerrey 3.1 per cent. Both to fight for. 


“I am sure our victory in 
Bucharest will have a decisive 
impact on bath the rest of the 
country and the outcome of the 
future parliamentary and pres- 
-idential elections, due within 
three months,” he added. 

DC candidate Crin Halaicu, an 
engineer, won the title of city 
mayor with 55 per cent — 11 per 
cent more than his main rival, 
prominent NSF politician Cazi- 
mir Ionescu. 

2 sides 
agree 
to restore 
democracy 
in Haiti 

WASHINGTON (R) — Haitian 
lawmakers and ousted President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide reached a 
deal Sunday to restore democracy 
in the Caribbean nation and re- 
turn Mr. Aristide to power. 
Organisation of American States 
(OAS) sources said. 

The agreement calls for Mr. 
Aristide’s reinstatement and for 
the general who headed the re- 
volt to remain in his post, they 
said. 

“It's all here,” the sources 
quoted an exultant Mr. Aristide 
as saying as he waved a copy of 
the agreement. He had met in 
three-day marathon talks with 
representatives of the regime in- 
stalled after he was ousted in a 
Sept. 30 coup. 

"The two sides agree to restore 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide in his post 
as constitutionally elected presi- 
dent of the Republic of Haiti," 
said the agreement, written in 
French. 

But the document did not give 
a date for Mr. Aristide’s return, 
the sources added. 

The agreement was only made 
possible after Mr. Aristide, the 
first freely elected president in 
Haiti's history, finally gave up his 
insistence that Gen. Raoul Ced- 
ras. who headed the coup, be 
removed as army chief. 

The document was signed by 
j Mr. Aristide, Senate Speaker De- 
jean Belizaire and House Speak- 
er Alexandre Medard, who rep- 
resented the post-coup regime in 
the talks, and OAS Secretary- 
General Joao Baena Soares. 

Mr. Baena Soares said Mr. 
Aristide must accept the deci- 
sions made by the parliament 
after the coup. 

Gen. Cedras’s three-year man- 
date as army chief was ratified by 
Haiti’s parliament after Mr. Aris- 
tide was forced into exile m Cara- 
cas. 

The agreement crowned three 
days of marathon closed-door 
talks during which little details of 
the discussions emerged. 

The talks were called for by the 
OAS, which immediately after 
the coup damped a trade embar- 
go on the impoverished Carib- 
bean . nation to press for Mr. 
Aristide's return. The organisa- 
tion has been mediating the con- 
flict ever since. 

Sunday’s agreement says the 
two pare agree to call for an end 
to (he embargo. 


for talks with their leaden to- 
wards a just and peaceful solution 
to this dispute which oversha- 
dows the interests of all nations in 
the region, especially Muslims.” 
Tehran Radio said. 

It hoped for the mission's suc- 
cess "in view of Iran’s direct and 
well-intentioned influence among 
the nations of the region and the 
necessity of averting a disasterous 
war...” 

Mr. Velayati's mission would 
give Iran a prominent peacemak- 
ing role in the Asian ex-Soviet 
republics to add to its persistent 
drive to forge economic and 
cultural relations with them. 

Azerbaijan and four other 
Muslim members of the Com- 
monwealth of Independent States 
joined Iran, Pakistan and Turkey 
in the Economic Cooperation 
Organisation (ECO), a regional 
economic pact, in a Tehran meet- 
ing last week. 

Iranian leaders pressed their 
concern about the Karabakh 
fighting to Azeri President Ayaz 
Mutalibov, who attended the 
ECO meeting, and Armenian 
Foreign Minister Raffi Hovanni- 
syan, who visited Tehran earlier 
this month. 

Iran has long-standing cultural 
links with both Azerbaijan and 
Armenia. 

Shiite Muslim Azeris are the 
second biggest ethnic group in 
Iran after Persians. Christian 
Armenians form a much smaller 
community. 

Opposition 
threatens 
Aquino with 
lawsuit 

MANILA (R) — A Philippine 
opposition party Monday accused 
President Corazon Aquino of us- 
ing government funds to cam- 
paign for her favoured successor 
in May elections and threatened 
to sue her. 

Mrs Aquino, who is not stand- 
ing for re-election, has endorsed 
the candidacy of former Defence 
Secretary Fidel Ramos and in her 
provincial tours has urged voters 
to back her choice. 

In a trip Sunday to the central 
province of Cebu where she 
asked residents to vote for Gen. 
Ramos. 

A spokesman for a faction of 
the NacionaJista Party headed by 
Mrs Aquino’s estranged Vice- 
President Salvador Laurel said 
party lawyers were preparing 
charges against Mrs Aquino for 
"illegal use of public funds, gov- 
ernment equipment and facilities 
for the campaign of Ramos.” 

Mrs Aquino denied the allega- 
tion. 





Serbian volunteers patrol the frimtfiae near Vfokovd, in Croatia, where the most serious ceasefire 
violation have taken place 

Row deepens over Yugoslav army 
presence in Bosnia- Herzegovina 


BELGRADE (R) — Muslim and 
Croatian officials in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina called Monday for 
the Yugoslav army to withdraw, 
deepening a row in the volatile, 
republic ahead of a vote next 
weekend on independence from 
Yugoslavia. 

Their demands contradicted 
statements by Yugoslav, Serbian 
and military leaders that the 
Serb-led army will not pull out 
and were sure to outrage Serbs — 
who form the third main national 
group in the central republic and 
oppose independence. 

"If Yugoslavia does not exist 
any more, there can be no Yugos- 
lav army,” Miro Lasic, a senior 
member of the Bosnian branch of 
the Croatian Democratic Union 


(HDZ), told Reuters by- tele- 
phone. 

Bosnian Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Mabmut Cehajic, a Muslim, 
was quoted by the Belgrade- 
based Tanjug News Agency as 
saying the army should pull out 
after the referendum next Satur- 
day and Sunday. 

“The Yugoslav People’s Army 
has to leave Bosnia-Heizegovina 
after it proclaims- its independ- 
ence, and if it does not do so, we 
will regard it as occupying foroe,” 
be said in an interview reported 
by Tanjug. 

Mr. Cebajic could not im- 
mediately be reached for com- 
ment. 

The Yugoslav army has tens of 


Honecker enters hospital in Moscow 


MOSCOW (R) — Erich Honeck- 
er. the former East German lead- 
er at the centre of a diplomatic 
tug-of-war, was moved to a Mos- 
cow hospital Monday after nearly 
11 weeks sheltering in the Chi- 
lean embassy. 

Staff at the renowned Botkin 
Institute reported that Mr. Hon- 
ecker, 79, said by his wife to be 
suffering from cancer, had check- 
ed into its diplomatic wing. 

A duty nurse, speaking shortly 
after his arrival, said: "His condi- 
tion is normal." 

Germany wants the hardline 


Communist refugee sent back to 
face charges over the killing of 
east Germans trying to flee to the 
west during his 1971-89 role. 

Chile, sympathetic to his plight 
because of east Germany’s warm 
welcome to Chilean leftist exiles 
after the 1973 military coup, 
wants him allowed to travel to 
Santiago. 

Germany, the biggest foreign 
investor in Russia, says it has a 
commitment from President 
Boris Yeltsin's government that 
Mr. Honecker will be extradited. 

“We expect that at the earliest 


possible opportunity, when his 
condition allows, be will be re- 
turned to Germany,” embassy 
spokesman Enno Barker said 
Monday. 

But Chile's acting foreign 
minister said Friday that the Rus- 
sians had promised to restore Mr. 
Honecker to the embassy when 
he left hospital. 

Mr. Honecker’s wife Margot, 
an education minister in his gov- 
ernment, says be has cancer and 
kidney troubles. Chile says he is 
very ill and needs a liver biopsy 
and probably an operation. 


Pope urges peace, stability for Liberia 


BANJUL (R) — Pope John Paul 
Monday called for an end to the 
civil war in Liberia and praised 
West African states trying to res- 
tore peace and stability to that 
devastated country. 

In an address before leaving 
Gambia for Guinea, the last stop 
on his eight-day West African 
lour, the Pope also called on rich 
nations to begin a “a new e.? of 
solidarity with Africa”. 

"It is clear that the internation- 
al community has a grave moral 
duty to implement just and help- 
ful policies in relation to this 
continent," he told Gambian 


President Dawda Jawara at- the 
end of a one-day visit 

“In the name of our shared 
humanity and on behalf of those 
without a voice, I renew my 
appeal to those governments in a 
position to help and to interna- 
tional organisations to hurry to 
Africa's side in this decisive 
hour,” he said. 

A keynote theme of the Pope’s 
three-nation tour, which began in 
Senegal Wednesday, has been 
that the West should not foiget 
Africa while it turns its attention 
to the changes in Eastern and 


Central Europe. 

The Pope recalled that the 
bloody civil war in Liberia had 
forced him to cancel a trip there 
last year. 

"A terrible fratricidal war has 
ravaged that country and caused 
immeasurable suffering among its 
people,” be said. 

"I am deeply disturbed by the 
plight of hundreds of thousands 
of refugees, and so many home- 
less and hungry people.” 

"Such a situation destroys any 
chance of economic development 
and political stability for the peo- 
ples involved,” he said. 


U.S. Marines flinch over proposed defence cuts 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. Marines think of themselves 
as heroically stoic. But in the face 
of defence plans to slash their 
ranks to the lowest level in 42 
years. Marine Corps leaders are 
starting to flinch. 

The Marines, long the smallest 
of the American armed services, 
are being told to lake yearly 
reductions of 6,000 people 
through 1997. By then they would 
number 159,100 men and women, 
the fewest on active duty since 
before the Korean War. Just a 
year ago, during the Gulf war. 
they stood at 229,000. 

The Marines aren’t the only 
ones feeling the pinch. 

The total U.S. military is to 
shed about 100,000 people a year, 
reaching 1.6 million men and 
women by 1997. All four service 
branches are cutting prop- 
ortionately. but only the Marines 
are arguing that they've been 
asked to go too far. 

It is an uncomfortable posture 
for the Marines. 

"It is the nature of Marines,” 
explains Gen. Carl Mundy Jr., 
speaking of the Marine’s elite 
role in the military. 

But Gen. Mundy and otber 
leaders of the Marine Corps are 
publicly speculating whether 
smaller means weaker — and 
whether losing members means 
losing their traditional mission, 
and their prestige as well. 

From their birth as an aimed 
service in 1775, the Marines have 
been soldiers detailed to sea ser- 
vice — - guardians of the sea lanes 
of commerce. They proudly point 
to their wartime moments of 
glory: The bloody South Pacific 
campaigns of World War II and 
the successful amphibious landing 
at Inchon during the Korean 
War. 

Marines don't have the navy’s 
fleets of warships, the army’s vast 
columns of tanks or the air force's 
swarms of warplanes. The corps 
relies most heavily on its people, 
the troops who see their unique 
role as securing a toehold on 


hostile shores for a rescue or an 
evacuation — or to enable 
heavier U.S. forces to deliver a 
knockout punch. 

This reliance on people under- 
scores the pain of personnel cuts. 

Senior leaders of the corps said 
they already are making reduc- 
tions and can make more if re- 
quired by Congress. But they 
warned of ill consequences if they 
also must keep the same tempo of 
operations around the world with 
a smaller pool of people. 

“It’s just not going to work,” 
said Lt. Gen. Henry Stackpole 
nr, foe deputy chief of staff in 
charge of planning and opera- 
tions. “We’ll run ourselves into 
the ground.” 

Gen. Mundy said foe corps will 
be stretched too thin to keep the 
continuous presence it has today 
in the Western Pacific, the East- 
ern Mediterranean and the Gulf 
area. He would like to draw the 
line at 176,000 Marines. 

With proposed cuts to 159,000, 
those in the rotation pool for 
overseas duty would be forced to 
spend a lot more of their time 
away from home unless the corps 
mission is redesigned, Gen. Mun- 
dy said. 

Gen. Mundy has made his case 
privately to Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney, but while he 
appears to have won some sym- 
pathy, there have been no prom- 
ises. 

Gen. Colin Powell, chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told 
reporters recently that even at 
today’s level the Marines are 
"stressing themselves” with fore- 
ign duty. 

Meanwhile, all four service 
branches are scrambling to 
reshape themselves for a new 
world in whit* foe “threat" that 
framed U.S. military planning for 
more than 40 years — a sudden 
Soviet-led attack on Western 
Europe — is gone. 

The Marines, though see no 
need to change their traditional 
focus. "The Marine Corps never 


was structured to fight foe Soviet 
army,” Gen. Mundy explained. 

To be constantly within reach 
of potential hotspots around the 
globe, the Marines keep three 
teams, known as Marine Expedi- 
tionary Unite, afloat on three 
groups of four or five amphibious 
ships each. 

If required to cut bade to 
159,000 people, Gen. Mundy 
said, the bulk of the reductions 
would have to come from combat 
forces, and that he said, would 
take 27,000 men out of the 
Marines’ combat force. 

Already, young Marines are 
wondering wbo might get the ax. 

Said Lt. Gen. Matthew Coop- 
er, deputy chief of staff for man- 
power: “The message is out 
there, and they’re nervous.” 

Meanwhile foe U.S. Navy has 
removed short-range nuclear 
weapons from all but "a handful 
of ships” in line with President 
George Bush’s sweeping arms 
control initiative of last foil. 

The navy’s chief of naval op- 
erations, Adm. Frank Kelso H, 
confirmed in a recent interview 
that the service has moved more 
quickly than first thought and 
pulled the tactical nuclear 
weapons from its vessels ahead of 
schedule. 

“We’re moving right along,” 
Adm. Kelso said. "We’re getting 
pretty close to having most of 
them off-loaded now. 

“I don’t think every one of 
them is gone yet, but I think we 
are down to handful of ships” 
that still have the weapons, said 
the four-star admiral. 

In September, Mr. Bush 
announced a package of sweeping 
arms control steps that included 
the elimination of all ground- 
launched, short-range nuclear 
weapons from posts around the 
world, amounting to about 2,100 
warheads. 

The easing of tensions between 
the United States and the former 
Soviet Union had removed foe 
reasons to bold onto foe short- 


range weapons, which were first 
developed in foe 1950’s to offset a 
possible invasion by the over- 
whelming number of Warsaw 
Pact troops against the West. 

The president also offered to 
remove nuclear cruise missiles 
and bombs from the navy’s sub- 
marines, battleships, cruisers, air- 
craft carriers and land-based air- 
craft. 

The navy's short-range nuclear 
arsenal was composed of about 
500 nuclear bombs and Toma- 
hawk cruise missiles as well as 
some 900 nuclear depth bombs 
that could be delivered by air- 
craft. 

The service maint ains a mas- 
sive nuclear punch with the inter- 
continental ballistic missiles 
(ICBM) carried by its sub- 
marines. 

But foe removal of foe short- 
range weapons amounts to a re- 
volutionary step for foe service, 
affecting its war-fighting doctrine 
as well as its operations at sea. 

The change also will allow the 
navy to drop foe time-consuming 
and expensive preparations 
needed to train its personnel to 
handle midear weapons at sea, 
and focus more on foe high-tech 
conventional weaponry, officials 
have said. 

The change also alleviates what 
has become a delicate diplomatic 
issue for foe navy in many coun- 
tries around the world that have 
been loathe to welcome nudear- 
a ™ed U.S. ships, for routine port 
calls. 

New Zealand banned visit by 
U-S. ships that were believed to 
be carrying nuclear weapons. Hie 
split forced New Zealand's with- 
drawal from ANZUS, foe U.S - 
backed military alliance in foe 
region. 

The navy’s longstanding policy 
of neither confirming nor denvins 
foe presence of nuclear weapon! 
aboard individual vessels ore- 
vwted Adm. Kefao 
tifyjug foe exact number of 
nuclear-armed ships remaining. 



thousands of soldiers in Bosnia. 
Many are dose to the border with 
Croatia, where foe army has 
backed Serb irregular forces in 
fighting against Croatian militia 
for almost eight months. 

Their presence has triggered 
street protests in Bosnia, mainly 
by Croats and Muslims angered 
by rowdy Serbian reservists, but 
Yugoslav leaders refuse to with- 
draw the troops. 

"1 will never sign the decision 
on a withdrawal of foe Yugoslav 
army from Bosnia-Heizegovina,” 
Borisav Kostic, acting head of foe 
four-man state presidency which 
has supreme command of the 
armed forces, said earlier this 
month. 


Indian skip-runs 
35 km to beat his 
record 

BANGALORE (AP) — All Indi- 
an skipped and ran 35 kilometres 
through crowded streets Sun day, 
twice the distance he covered in a 
previous record, an official said. 
Vadrvehi Karanukaran. 32, co- 
vered foe distance using a jump 
rope in 2 hours, 26 minutes and 
27 seconds, said Adhip 
Chaudhuri, home secretary in the 
Karnataka state government. The 
event was recorded in the pre- 
sence of officials from the Guin- 
ness Book of World Records, Mr. 
Chaudhuri said. Mr. Karanukar- 
an's previous record, a 16- 
kilometre skip-run in 58 minutes 
in the southern dty of Madras ia 
1990, is ntentfoned in the Gina- 
nes Book of Records 1991. It was 
his first record in foe skip-run 
event. Mr. Karanukaran. a ticket 
collector m the Indian Railways, 
said be hoped to help raise funds 
for spastics in India through his 
new feat. 

Paula Abdul, Emilio 
Estevez engaged 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Pop 
singer Paula Abdul and actor 
Emilio Estevez recently became 
engaged, a spokesman said. "We 
are completely in love and happy 
to have found each other,” the 
pair said in a statemenr released 
through the singer's publicist, 
Eliot Sekuler. No date has been 
set for their marriage. It will be 
the first for both. Miss Abdul. 29. 
has been on tour following the 
release of her Spellbound album, 
featuring the hit singles Blowing 
Kisses In The Wind, Rush Rush 
and Vibeology. Her previous 
album was the popular Forever 
Your Girl. Estevez, 29, son of 
actor Martin Sheen, currently is 
starring in the feature film Frce- 
jack. His previous credits indude 
The Breakfast Club. St. Elmo's 
Fire. Repo Man and the Young 
Guns movies. 


Rambo shows soft 
side in French 
award ceremony 

PARIS (R) — The macho man of 
American cinema. Sylvester Stal- 
lone, revealed a surprisingly soft 
side when the French Culture 
Ministry decorated him for bis 
contribution to the arts. Dressed 
in a sharp black suit and armed 
with a long emotional speech, 
Stallone cut a very different fi- 
gure from the bare-torsoed. 
monosyllabic killing machine he 
portrayed in the bit Rambo films 
of the 198%. "I find it incredible 
to come to France and to be 
understood and appreciated so 
fully, it just makes my heart so 
incredibly special,” Stallone 
gushed after Culture Minister 
Jack Lang made him an Officer of 
the Order of Arte and Letters. 
Stallone’s films are not usually 
thought of as jewels of world 
culture. But Mr. Lang, who last 
week decorated the dark angel of 
U.S. rock music, Lou Reed, 
made no apologies for foe award. 
In characteristically flamboyant if 
inscrutable style.' he described 
Stallone as “a little boy with big 
dreams, an exterminating angel 
in the service of a papier maefae 
God.” Stallone, 45, who fust 
came to prominence as the fierce- 
ly ambitious boxer Rocky, has 
recently been trying to food his 
image as Hollywood’s high priest 
of mindless violence by branching 
out into comedy — so far without 
box office success. 

Elizabeth Taylor 
says her survival 
is a miracle 

^YORK^^Onrlreeve 
of her 60th birthday, actress Eli- 
zabeth Taylor appeared on televi- 
sron wearing skintight jeans, 
boots and a studded leather 

m ? t °I cyc ! e jacket saying it was a 
miracle foe was still alive. “It’s 
kmd of a miracle that I’m going to 
be 60. I almost died a couple of. 
fones. said Ms. Taylor, who also 
wore a silver crucifix when she 
appeared on NBC’s Tonight 

S™’ » living example®* 

what people can go throudi and 

ley®, “ e highest highs, tragedies, 

actons. "I 

wbo ®*de her screen 
debut at foe age of 10. Through, 
out her life she has made bead- 
Bjj^sover her eight marriages, 
weight problems and battles™ 
drugs and alcohol. The London- 

b£?* ( ^« id she would 
her birthday next Thursday 
-with aparty for the chfld in me- 
t>ecn Pronounced dead. I 
read my own obituary. It was the . 

~ 1 2 de, l rd ever had” she 
said. Ms. Taylor said herinar- 
nage fast year te.buflding worker 

Larry Fortensky was a happy 

mid that their relatio nshi p ~was 
very private and pr ofou nd .” ' 
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